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The electron micrograph (left) and the core structure (right) of Ebola virus.

From: N Engl J Med. 2020; 382:1832-42.
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Ebolavirus Ecology and Transmission

Infection with an ebolavirus causes Ebola disease, a zoonotic disease that involves animals and people.

Human-to-Human Transmission
Once an ebolavirus has infected the
first person, spread of the virus from
one person to another can occur
through contact with the blood and
body fluids of sick people or with
the bodies of those who have died
of Ebola disease.

Animal-to-Animal Transmission
Evidence suggests that bats are the
reservoir hosts for ebolaviruses. Bats
carrying an ebolavirus can spread the
virus to other animals, like apes, mon-
keys, and duikers (antelopes), as well

Spillover Event

A “spillover event” occurs when an
animal (bat, ape, monkey, duiker) or
person becomes infected with an
ebolavirus through contact with the
reservoir host. This contact could
occur through hunting or preparing
the animal’s meat for eating.

Unprotected
healthcare worker

Unprotected contact
- with blood and
;\ body fluids
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Survivor
Survivors of Ebola disease face new
challenges after recovery. Some sur-
vivors report effects such as tired-
ness and muscle aches. Although
rare, the virus can persist.in certain
parts of the body (brain, eyes, pla-
centa, and testicles) and spread
through contact to o
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