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Abstract

On June 1, 2021, Taiwan Centers for Disease Control was notified of a confirmed
COVID-19 case. The patient was a resident of a nursing home located on the third floor
of a hospital. On the following day, two other confirmed cases were diagnosed, including
one patient and one medical staff in the 6"-floor ward of the hospital. In order to control
the outbreak, all hospital staff received COVID-19 PCR tests, and discharged patients
were followed. A total of 17 confirmed cases were identified in this outbreak, including
two residents of the nursing home, one medical staff, seven inpatients, and seven
caregivers in the 6""-floor ward. SARS-CoV-2 RNA was detected in the environmental
samples of the nursing home and the 6"-floor ward. We could not identify the infection
source of the index case, while the cases in the 6"-floor ward were related to their contact
history or environmental exposure. We recommended that when a COVID-19 cluster
occurs in a hospital, it is necessary to track the discharged patients as soon as possible. If
a hospital lacks sufficient manpower despite applying a backup manpower plan and
stopping non-emergent services, medical staff may return to work if they wear appropriate
protective equipment and receive regular COVID-19 testing. In addition, enhancing
disinfection of frequently touching surfaces is necessary to reduce the possibility of

SARS-CoV-2 transmission through virus-contaminated environments.
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