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The Effect of Different Enteral Feeding
Bag Frequency on Nosocomial Infection

Meng-Lu Weng1,2 Chun-Ming Lee?

Infection Control Commitee, 1 Taipel Municipal Chung Shiao Hospital, 2 Mackay Memorial Hospital

The Natlonal Health Insurance Bureau has chansed the payment for the nasogastric enteral feeding bag from one every two days to one
every seven days in January, 1998, This study was undertaken to compare the nosocomial infection rate between the recipients of the
continuous nasogastric enteral tube feeding who had the bag changed every 2 days during the fist half of the study period and those who had
the bag changed every 7 days during the latter half. We collected the cases that had feading between July, 1997 1l June, 1998. Of the total of
51,867 admissions that year, 257 (0.5%) were given the continuous enteral tube feeding. Excluding those who had the feeding lessthan 2 or 7
days, 156 cases, or total of 2,678 person-days, fit the criteria to be included in the study. There were 66 cases in the 2-day group with a total
of 821 person-days, and 90 cases with a total of 1,857 person-days, in the 7-day group. There were no differences in the age, sex, and
frequencies of risk factors for blood stream, respiratory tract, and the gastrointestinal tract infections between the two groups. The overall
infection density was 9.7 0/00 (26/2,678). The density for the 2-day group was 8.5 0/00, and for the 7-day group, 10.2 0/00 (19/1,857). There
was no statistical difference between the two groups. Further study is needed to investigate the influence of the duration in between the
exchange of the enteral feeding bag on the nosocomial infection rate. (Nosocom Infect Control T 2001;11:82-91)

Key words ¢ Enteral feeding bag ~ aspiration pneumonia ~ nosocomial infection ~ enteral feeding nutrition



