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Surveillonce of Nosocomial Infection
at A Regional Hospital from 1995 fill 199/

Li-Hung Wu, Chen—Yuan Wang', Chiu-Yin Chen,
Li—-Chen Chang

Departments of Nursing and Internal Medicine'
Shew Chwan Memorial Hospital

Nosocomial infection surveillance data from 1995 till 1997 at our 527-bed
hospital were analysed. Trained infection control nurses visited all wards twice a
week and scanned charts to search for patients with evidcnce of nosocomial
infections. The case definitions followed those of United States Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. Therc were a total of 82,547 admissions during
this period with 2,386 hospital-acquired infections,with an annual infection rate
of 2.9 % . Infection rates of individual sites were: urinary tract 28.9 % , respira-
tory tract 23.4 % , blood stream 19.2 % , surgical wound 16.6 % , skin and adja-
cent tissues 1.2 % , and others 10.6 % . Pathogens were Gram-negative bacteria
68.8 % , Gram-positives 18.7 % and fungi 12.5 % , in the following order of
frequencies of each organism: Pseudomonas aeruginosa 16.2 % , yeast-like organ-
isms 12.5 9% , Staphylococcus aurcus 9.8 % , Acinetobacter spp. 8.6 7% , Kleb-
siella pneumoniae 8.4 7% . Acinetobacter spp. and Klebsiella pneumoniae infec-
tions appear to be increasing over these three years, 5.5 % to 12.4 % and 5.4 %
to 9.7 7 , respectively. It is noteworthy that the yeast-like organisms were the
second in frequency, probably reflecting the incessant use of antimicrobials in
the hospital. ( Nosocom Infect Control J 1998;8:577-82 )

Key Words: Nosocomial infection, Infection rate
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