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Emergent Infectious Diseases:
Challenges of the Late-Pandemic Era
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The novel coronaviruses, such as the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome
(SARS) in 2002 and Middle East Respiratory Syndrome in 2012, assaulted human
societies. Such emergent infectious diseases impacted medical, public health, and
socioeconomic systems and led to significant burdens, and SARS led to notable
changes in Taiwan's infectious disease control system. Based on the experiences
from SARS, Taiwan deals with the SARS coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) pandemic
through high-level border control, infectious control measures, and other non-
pharmaceutical interventions. Taiwan officials attempt to control the epidemic
by combining pharmacologic treatments and vaccines; however, how to balance
disease control and restore the operations of our society through such interventions
under the endemic-toward SARS-CoV-2 is the main task for most countries.
Moreover, seasonal respiratory virus infection should be considered because of the
low incidence of SARS-CoV-2 infection in Taiwan

Key words: COVID-19, infection control, non-pharmaceutical intervention,
seasonal respiratory virus
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