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Scabies dermatitis, an ectoparasite infestation, is highly contagious, and caused by the human itch mite, Sarcoptes scabiel. Its transfer is
facilitated by intimate personal contact, and less frequently via sharing of contaminated bedding or clothing. The clinical presentation of
itching and rashes associated with scabies derives from sensitization reaction directed against the excreta that the mite deposits in its burrow.
Since July, 2001, there were 11 cases (10 nursing staff and 1 patient) reported with symptoms resembling that of the scables dermatitis in an
ICU of a £10-bed teaching hospital 1n southern Talwan.(There were 2 resident doctors, 38 nurses, 1 nursing assistant staffed n the ICTU.)
After taking detailed histories and examination, 6 cases(> nurses and 1 patient) were dlagnosed to have

scables and 5 nurses were suspect infection by the dermatelogist. All the staff of ICU were Interviewed by the infection control nurse at the
hospital. Only the 11 cases had symptoms: 7 cases had rash over low abdomen and periumbilical area, 5 cases over inguinal arca, S over the
trunk, 3 at the axillary area, 2 in the back, and 5 others over the flexor side of forearms. All € infected cases were treated with Scalphen
olntment topically, and suspect infection nurses in the ICU used Burax (Crolamiton) for prophylaxis for 7 days. Additional measures for
infection control were carried out, included 1solation of the infected patients, handwashing ,and contact precaution with gloves and gowns,
This outbreak might have been prevented by early identification of the infected cases. On the hindsight, there have been no new cases of
scabies reported in the ICU over the next 6 menths. (Nosocom Infect Contrel J 2002;12:337-44)
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