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We retrospectively analyzed records of cases with nosocomial infectlons at a Reglonal
Hospital in southern Talwan covering a 3-year period from 1999 tll 2001, Active
survelllance of infections according to the definitions of the US Centers of Discase
Control and Prevention published in 1988 and 1992 was carried out. There was a total
of 39,689 patient discharsed, of which 1,330 cases acquired nosocomial infections,
with the ncidence of 3.35% and the incldence density of 3.09 0/00. Of all

hospital units, the general intensive care unit (ICTU) had the highest incidence

density of 23.07 0/00, The highest rate among all general wards was 5.8 0/00. The
respiratory care ward (RCW) that was established 1n 2001 had the incidence density
of 10.69 0/00. The urinary tract (33.6%) and respiratory tract (28.21%) were the two
most commoen nosocomial infection sites. The major pathogens found were Pseudomonas
acruginosa (16.6%), oxacillin-resistant Staphylococeus aureus (ORSA)(12.0%), and
Escherichia col (9.3%). For three years, the ICU had the highest infection rate
averaged 16.52 0/00. By continuous surveillance, we may be able to detect problems
early, and design preventative measures to reduce the nosocomial infection rate to

the minimum. (Infect Contrel J 2003;13:346-53)
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