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Study of the Contarnination of Returnad Medication Package

from Wards in A Local Hospital

Chih-Ming Chenl, Lu-Yuan Chen?l, Chin-Hsiang Wangl, Li-Ting Su2, Hsin-Hsioung, Lul

1Tai-Tung Christian Hospital, 2Tzu-Tai General Hospital, Yun-Lin, Taiwan

In order to understand the severity of contarnination of the outer surface of
medication package returmned from the wards, we cultured 237samples of
returned medication package and control medication package at a local hospital
in Taiwan during one-month study period. The results showed that the
conternination rate of outer surface of returned medication package was 54.3%.
The zipped plastic medication bag had a higher contamination rate of 71.4% and
the auternated packed medication bag had a lower contamination rate of

43.6% (p=0.036), There was no significant difference of the contamination rate
among the package from different wards, The longer the medication stayed in the
ward, the higher the rate of contamination, To keep the environment clean and
handle all medication dispensing with clean hands to prevent the contamination
of those medication npackage nrobably is important,

{(Infect Contrel J 2007,17:219-28)
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