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Mortality in Pediatric Nosocomial
Fungal Infections

Nan-Chang Chiu, Yih-Fen Chuang’

Department of Pediatrics, 'Infection Control Committee,

Mackay Memorial Hospital, Taipei, Taiwan

From 1984 to 1995, there were 107 episodes of nosocomial fungal infections occurred
in 97 patients at our pediatric service. The average fungal infection rate was 1.01 per thousand
discharged patients. The average rate in the last three years(1993-1995) was ten times
of the first three years (1984-1986). Thirty-three patients expired, of whom 18 Were;i
fungal infection related fatalities. Significantly higher fungal infection related fatalities
were found in patients admitted to the intensive care unit, using endotracheal intubation
or urinary catheterization, and receiving cancer chemotherapy. With the trend ot increasing
nosocomial fungal infections, we should try to decrease the risk factors especially which

were significantly related to mortality.
(Nosocom Infect Control J 1996;6:179~84)

Key words: fungal infection, nosocomial infection, pediatric ward, mortality.
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