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A Five-Year Study of Tuberculin Skin Tests for Hezlth Care Workers in a

Tagyuan Territory Hospital

Wan-Ying Haungl, Shu-Hsing Cheng2, Yih-Fen Chuangl, Shen-Feng Liul, Ren Suo?

1Infection Control Committee, Tao-Yuan General Hospital, Department of Hezlth, The
Executive Yuan, Taoyuan, Taiwan; 2Yangmel Township Public Health Center,

Taoyuan County, Taiwan; 3National Tuberculosis Association, Taipel, Taiwan

Tuberculosis (TB) is one of the mest impottant

pathogens that cause death, Increasing rate of tuberculosis
infection was observed since 1985, Sixteen thousand
cases of newly diagnosed tuberculosis occurred in

Taiwan each vear. Among thern, more than 90 % of cases
were found and treated in the hospitals, so the risk

of exposure to tuberculosis in the hospital personnel

could not be neglected. Unfortunately there were few
hospitals earnestly implemented a comprehensive
management of occupational expesure to tuberculosis.

In this study tuberculin skin tests(TST) were applied

to our hospital staffs during 2001 to 2005. The

positive rate for the newstaffs 1s 25%(126/305).

Average positive rate 1s 28.1%(528/1881). And the annual
conversion rate 1s 36.8%(236/642). The TST positive

rate for new staffs who had no experience of working

in the hospitals was 15.2%(16/1035). It was significantly
lower than the rate for the experienced staffs
27.5%(110/400), (OR=0.47 > 0.26<OR<0.87, Chi square=6.68,
P<0.01). Possibility of infection for hospital

workers 18 85 times higher than the rate of general population.
Such a high rate had never been found in previcus reports,
We suggest that every worker in the hospital

should underge TST and chest X ray examination at least
once a vear,for early detection of pulmenary
tuberculesis.(Infect Control T

2007;17:69-79)
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