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The main purpose of evaluation and audit of the practice of infection control
measures in long-term care facilities (LTCFs) is to prevent the transmission of
infection and to identify infected cases and cluster incidents within the organization
as early as possible. In addition, the working staff can perform the required actions
for infection control properly, and thereafter, protect the safety of the residents and
caregiver colleagues, thereby achieving a secure institutional environment. Most of
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LTCEF residents are elderly, who have chronic diseases. Some of them have severe
impairment in their functional activities, and most of them are invasively intubated.
Together with the fact that the residents are transferred to institutions and acute
care hospitals frequently, various infectious diseases are easily transmitted and
spread within the LTCFs. To execute LTCF infection prevention-related policies
and procedures, including hand hygiene, isolation, and environmental cleaning and
disinfection, active surveillance and education are of great importance. At present,
counseling, supervision, and evaluation of LTCFs emphasize the implementation of
infection control measures critically. Administrators, clinical staff, and care workers
of LTCFs are expected to continue efforts to enhance the quality of infection control
in their institutions by assessment of the implemented infection control measures
for the elderly LTCFs, which is provided by this introduction to accreditation and
practice.

Key words: long-term care institution for the elderly, long-term care facility,
infection control
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