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Nosocomial Infections in Medical Centers and Regional Hospitals between 1999 and 2002 in Taiwan

Shan-Chwen Chang, Chiz-Luen Tsai, Jann-Tay Wang, Kzo-Pin Hwang, Hsich-Shong Leu, Yin-Ching Chuang, Lih-Shinn

Wang, Fu-Der Wang, Yue-Jun Lau, Ching-Chuan Liu, Ming-Yuan Chou, Duen-Jeng Wang, Kow-Tong Chen

Working Group on the Analysis of Naticnal Nosocomial Infection Surveillance, Center for Disease Control, Taiwan

We collected and analvzed data from the annual nosocernial infection surveillance reports from a1l medical centers and
regional hospitals in Taiwan between 1999 and 2002, The mean hospital-wide nosocomnial infection density was 4.2 0/00
(4.2 episodes per 1,000 patient-days) for medical centers (17 general hospitals with more than 1,000 beds.}, and 3.4 0/00
for regional hospitals (63 general hospitals with bed numbers ranging between 230-1,000.). The mean infection density in
intensive care units (ICU) was 15 0/00 for both. The most common infection site in medical centers was urinary tract,
followed by the blood stream, surgical sites, and the respiratory tract. In the regional hospitals, the order of frequency was:
urinary tract, respiratory tract, bloed stream, and surgical sites, In ICUs of medical centers, the most frequent infection
site was either blood stream or urinary tract in different vears, In the ICU of regional hospitals, the most frequent
infection site was respiratory tract, The most common pathogen in medical centers was Staphvlecoccus aursus, followed
by Escherichia coli, Pseudemenas aeruginosa, or Candida spp, while it was either P, aeruginosa or S, aureus in the
regional hospitals, These data derived from repotts of all hospitals in these categories and would be the most

representative in Taiwan, (Infect Control T 2004;14:1-17)
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