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Management of an influenza A outbreak
iIn @ hematology and oncology ward of a
quasi-medical center in north Taiwan

Yi-Fang Hsieh', Liang-Yi Wu', Yu-Wen Huang', Yu-Lan Wang', Heng-Chu Chen',
Chun-hua Chung', Mei-Huei Li’, Ji-Hung Li’, Yong-Ching Liu’, Wen-Chuan Lin"”

'Infection Control Office,
*Division of infectious Diseases, Department of Medicine,
’Division of Pediatric Infectious Diseases, Department of Pediatrics, Taipei Medical University-Shuang Ho

Hospital, New Taipei, Taiwan

An influenza A outbreak occurred in the hematology and oncology ward of
a quasi-medical center in north Taiwan in January 2019. This outbreak included
17 cases, comprising 11 confirmed cases (seven patients and four nurses) and six
suspected cases between January 22 and January 28, 2019. The clinical presentation
included typical, atypical, and non-specific symptoms and signs; therefore, the
disease diagnosis and prevention were difficult. Several infection control measures,
including hand hygiene, the use of masks, environmental disinfection, management
of visitors and caregivers, improvement of investigation and diagnosis, and
patient isolation and cohort, were implemented. The outbreak was controlled
without complications and death, and the influenza infection control program was
implemented according to the prevailing situation and IDSA 2018 guidelines.
During the COVID-19 epidemic, execution of active and effective influenza
prevention programs are critical to avoid outbreaks.

Key words: influenza, outbreak, Hematology and Oncology ward
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