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Differences in Prescribing Antibiotics Between Internists and Otelaryngelogists Tor

Adults with Upper Respiratory Tract Infections in A Local Hospital

Hui-Ling Tai', Moan-Shan Tsai ¥
"Infection Control Unit, Feng-Shan Hospital of Kachsiung County, and "Division o
f Infectious Disease, Departrnent of Internal Medicine, Chang Gung Mermorizal

Hospital-Kachsiung Medical Center, Kachsiung, Taiwan

A retrospective analyvsis of antibiotic prescription for adults (17 years) with upper
respiratory tract infections (URD) who visited general medicine clinic (n=266 patient-visits)
or otolaryngelogy clinic (n=174 patient-visits) in a local hospital in Kachsiung County in
November 2003 and Novernber 2004, During the study period, no community cutbreak of

influenza in the neighborhoed of this local hospital, The results showed that the internists



described more detailed clinical signs and/or symptoms of patient with URT in the medical
charts than otolaryngologists did, For patients with URI, the percentage of patients precibed
with antibiotic by internists was 2.3%, and that by otclaryngologist was 24.1% (P<0.001),
The internists, antibiotic prescription in a conservative manner did not lead to complication
of pneumonia or fatality in any of the patients with URL How to optimize antibiotic use

in patients with URT will be a continacusly very important issue,

(Control Infect I 2007,17:299-306)

Key words: Upper respiratory tract infection, antibioics, internists, otolaryngelogists,

local hospitals~F



