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Furuncular Myiasis Caused by
Dermatobia hominis

Ching-Cheng Yang

Division of Infectious Disease, Department of Internal Medicine, Kuang-Tien General Hospital, Taichung,

Taiwan

Furuncular myiasis, caused by Dermatobia hominis, is mainly distributed in the
tropical areas of Central and South America. A female D. hominis adult can capture
insects (such as mosquito) and attach her eggs to the underside of the insect with a
glue-like substance. When the egg-carrying vector lands on the skin of amammal or
bird, the eggs hatch into larvae that penetrate the skin of the host by burrowing. The
larva can live in a subcutaneous cyst for 5 to 12 weeks by feeding on the tissue
exudates of the host and can breathe through 2 posterior spiracles. The mature larva
crawls out of the host to pupate in soil. Approximately 1 month later, the adult fly
emerges to complete the cycle. Myiasis can be cured by remova of the larvain a
central pore of skin nodule. However, it is difficult to remove the larva because its
anchoring spines will resist efforts to extract it. Some traditional methods available
for the removal of larvae are to suffocate it with Vaseline, pork fat, bacon, fingernail
polish, and so on. Bigger larva can probably be removed by surgical extraction. As
travel to and foreign investment in endemic areas increase, clinicians should be
aware of furuncular myiasis caused by D. hominis in those who have nonhealing
nodular skin lesions after returning from endemic areas. Then, unnecessary
examinations and antibiotics may be avoided in cases of infestation.

Key words: Dermatobia hominis, furuncular myiasis
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