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The Prevalence of Hepatitis A Serum Antibody among Aborigines in Taiwan
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The prevalence of hepatitis A infection, which is transmitted by fecal-oral route, varies from one geographic area to
angther and from one population to another, We studied the prevalence of serum antibody 1o hepatitis A virug in thres
groups of peeple in Taiwan: 142 Atayal and 127 Tsou tribe aborigines, and 221 Taiwanese, Beth aboriginal groups had
100% antibody positive rate regardless of their age, The antibody positive rate among Taiwanese was 08% overall, and
was only 7% (2/28) among those below 26 vears of age. Taiwan has the highest hepatitis B virus carrier rate. Additional
acute hepatitis A infection to the hepatitis B carrier may result in serious consequences. A new strategy might be needed
to cope with the high prevalence of the hepatitis A infection during the childheod among aboriginal tribes and the

Taiwanese, (Infect Control J 2004;14:76-85)



