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Aevaliotis % Eﬁ‘ﬁ%ﬁ & 5 HEE

Dollberg & #HAREEZE & R PR
Sezer & E;EE‘ BRAARH ME '

Schwach % — ~ R 1K

K. ascorbata
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* CAPD-continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis (B ]f8)>EEENT)
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Investigation on an Outbreak of
Nosocomial Blood Stream Infection
due to Kluyvera cryocrescens

Siu-Yin Yim!' , Jung-Chung Lin? , Chi-Hsiang Chen3
Kim-Ser Lim*, Feng-Yee Chang!-2

l Nosocomial Infection Control Committee,

* Division of Infectious Diseases, Department of Internal medicine,

3 Division of Clinical Pathology, Tri-service General Hospital, Taipei
* Division of Pathology and Laboratory, Li Shin Hospital.

Kluyvera, a new genus in the family Enterobacteriaceae,was
formerly known as enteric group 8. Although Kluyvera species have
been isolated from various clinical specimens, the clinical significance
of these 1solates has not been well-established. We report here an
outbreak of nosocomial blood stream infection caused by K. cryocre-
scens 1 Jannuary 1999. K. cryocrescens was isolated from blood
cultures from four patients in a cardiovascular ward. All of the
1solates had 1dentical antibiotic susceptibility pattern. There was no
such infection during the previous six months in the ward. The differ-
ence 1n the incidence was statistically significant. Thus, an investiga-
tion was carried out to look for the source of the outbreak. However,
the same organism was not found from envionmental sampling items
nor the hands of medical staffs. It was possible that these epidemic
strains were transmitted to patients via the hands of a medical staff
and from a contaminated common source. Review of the literature
clearly indicates that Kluyvera strains are infrequent but potentialy
pathogenic in humans. The pathogenicity of this bacterium is being
increasingly recognized by clinicians and microbiologists.(Nosocom
Infect Control J 1999; 9: 255-62) '

Key words: nosocomial blood stream infection, outbreak,
' Kluyvera cryocrescens
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