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Cost Analysis of Varicella Vaccination
for Hospital Employees

Hsiu-Or Kuo ', Chih-Cheng Chen *, Dau-Yaung Lu °, Hsin-Ning Chou
Hui-Yi Kang ', Jack C.R. Tsai '

' Committee of Nosocomial Infection Control, * Pediatric Department of Pingtung Christian Hospital, Pingtung, Taiwan

In August, 2000, there was nosocormial infection of 3 employees 1n the New Born Center at our hospital. We therefore undertook a cost
analysis of the varicella vaceination policy for the hospital employees. Eighty pediatric staffs, including doctors, nurses, and therapists were
enrolled in this survey. The seronegative rate was 11.3% (9/80). Based on all measurable outlays, the cost of this varicella nosocomial
infection incidence was NT$ 72,840, including those of the work hours lost and medications for the infected; whereas the cost for the
varicella prevention policy 1s NT$ 42,000, including those for antibody testing and vaccinations. There are immeasurable costs involved in
case of nosocomall infections, such as the one for management, potential nosocomial Infections to patients with further deterioration of their
clinical conditions, costs for isolation, and legal liabilities. Based on this study, we recommend varicella infection survey for all new and
existing medical and nursing staff, with vaccinations for the non-immune individuals. (Nosocom Infect Control J 2002;12:197-204)
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