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An Outbreak of Nosocomial Varicella
Infection in a Pediatric Surgical Ward

Sheu-Fen Wang ', Nan-Chang Chiu ¥, Wen-Chen Li ',?, Hsin Chi "%,
Chung-Ming Lee',’

' Infecticn Control Committee,” Division of Infectious Diseases,Department of Pediatrics,” Division of Infectious Diseases, Department of
Medicine, Mackay Memorial Hospital, Taipel, Talwan

Chickenpox can be a life-threatening disease for immunocompromized children and neonates who have no varicella antibodies. An
outbreak of varicella infection was noted 1n a pediatric surgical ward at our hospital. After one post-operative patient developed the disease,
two patients n another room showed the signs of infection 2 weeks later. They were all 1solated in a room, acyclovir givern, and they
recovered without complications. A total of 12 patients who had been 1n the same room with these patlents were also 1solated in another room
and observed for 21 days. In the meantime, 1selation procedures were emphasized to the staff members. The mothers of those contacts
without the disease and the staff members were questioned as to the history of chickenpox, and also tested for the varicella antibody. Those
who had not had the disease in the past were given the varicella zoster 1eG. The staff who had not had varicella or the vaccination were not
allowed to take care of the patients or the contacts, and advised to recelve immunization. No further cases were noted after the
implementation of these infection control procedures. Prompt and effective management can prevent the spread of varicella nosccomial
infection.(Nesocom Infect Control T 2002;12:268-74)
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