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Norovirus Qutbreak at a Respiratory Care Ward

Cheng-Chin Kerl, Fang-Tzy Wu2, Hour-Young Chen2, Mei-Chiao Lul, Shih-Hua Linl, Hae-Hung Liael, Jiann-Yuan
Chenl, Shan-Chwen Chang?

1Infection Control Committee, Taipel hospital, Departrent of health, Taiwan 2Division of Laboratory Research and
Development, Center of Disease Control, Department of health, Taiwan 3 Division of Infectious Disease, Department of

Medicine, National Taiwan University Hospital, Taiwan

In February 2004, an cutbreak of gastroenteritis occurred at a respiratory care ward in a regional hospital. Diarrhea or
fever developed in 35 persons. Among them, 26 were patients and 8 were staff members and 1 was a family of a staff
memnber . Norovirus was detected in 35(92.19%)stool specimens from all 38 patients and in 8(19.5%) specimens from all
41 staff members and 1 specimen from a family of a staff member. Diarrhea and/or fever persisted for 2 days and no
sequel was found in all patients. Yomiting and/or diarrhea persisted for 1 to 2 days in all staff members. Asymptomatic
infection occurred 1n 12(34.3%)0f patients and 2(25.0%) of staft members, respectively. Asymptomatic subjects were not
equal to no infection. Therefore, all the personnel should be enrolled in infection control programs in respiratory care

ward with Norovirus outbreak.(Infect Control J 2004;14:269-78)

Key words: Norwalk-like virus, Norovirus, Respiratory care ward



