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Survey of Nosocomial Infections at a Local
Hospital in Eastern Tiawan

Li—Nuan Jien, Shiaw —Hwei Wang, Yui—Me! Yang

Nosocomial Infection Control Committee, Provincial Hualien Hospital

We retrospectively analyzed cases of nosocomial infections at a local teach-
ing hospital over a 12 months period in 1997. The hospital is located in eastern
part of Taiwan with 516 bed capacity. Cases were collected according to the defi-
nitions set up by the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in 1983and
1992. There were a total of 9,096 admissions, of which 254 cases acquii‘ed Noso-
comial infections (2.8%). The neurosurgical service had the highest infection rate
of 12.0% (15/125). The orthopedic service came next with 3.5% (19/550), and
the medical service the third with 2.8% (152/5,413). The urinary tract infection
(1.1%, 96/9,096) and the skin and adjacent tissue infections (0.8%,_69/9,096)
were the most common. The infection rate in the intensive care unit (9.2%, 39/
423) was more than three times that of regular wards (2.5%, 215/8,673). The
major pathogens were Staphylococcus aureus, Pseudomonas aeruginosa and
Escherichia coli. Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) constituted
66.7% of all Staphylococcus aureus i1solates. Cultures were not done prior to the
administration of antibiotics I 36.2% (92/254) of the infected cases. In this
survey, the high non-culture rate was the notable difference regarding nosocomial
infections between this hospital and that of large medical “centers. (Nosocom
Intect Control J 1999; 9: 194-200)

Key words: nosocomial infection, local teaching hospital
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