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Abstract 
Q fever is one of the zoonoses distributed worldwide which can cause acute or chronic 

illness in humans. It is caused by infection with Coxiella burnetii which has been described 
as a potential biological warfare agent due to its highly contagious property. Data including 
reported and confirmed cases of Q fever infection during 2004 to 2012 were analyzed to 
describe the epidemiological status of Q fever in Taiwan. Although the results showed that Q 
fever infection occurred in Taiwan throughout the year, most of the cases developed illnesses 
during spring and early summer, from March to June. Around 90% of the cases were male 
living in Kaohsiung city, Pingtung county, Tainan city and Changhua county. Occupational 
categories of the confirmed cases were mostly classified as others (30.8%), 
agriculture/forestry/fishery/animal husbandry (14.0%) and unemployed (13.8%). However, 
30.6% of the female confirmed cases were housewives. Most of cases had fever (84.3%) and 
headache (34.4%), but a few developed symptoms including chill, fatigue, body aches and skin 
rash. We remind people if Q fever suspected symptoms develop, please seek immediate 
medical attention. Moreover, please inform the physician of the recent travel history or history 
of exposure to animal husbandry farms which will help the physician make appropriate 
diagnosis and treatment.   
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Abstract 
The Taiwan’s first chest radiograph mobile screening tour began in 1949 at Chiayi TB 

prevention hospital. The X-ray screening subjects changed from the entire community in the 
early years to the current target groups. Although the chest radiograph screening policy in 
Taiwan has already reached 60 years in operation, the related studies on cost effectiveness 
analysis are extremely few. 

We collected the tour screening data from January 2008 to December 2012, included the 
number of persons checked and number of cases discovered. Using online public data, we also 
searched for TB cases confirmed in central Taiwan region and central mountainous region from 
2008 to 2012. We collected the costs for the X-ray mobile van, the fees for taking and reading 
the X-rays, personnel expenses for the drivers and radiologists, travel fees, and the records for 
machine maintenance and gasoline fee for each month; and obtained the cost for each tour per 
person and each confirmed case. 

The average tours for the X-ray mobile van in the central region each year is 191 trips, 
with an average number of 43,133 persons checked each year. The highest average number of 
screenings is in correctional facilities, followed by mountainous villages. The discovery rate 
of confirmed TB cases are the highest in mountainous villages (178.2/100,000), followed by 
correctional facilities (106.5/100,000). The cases discovered on tours during the time period 
take up 1.82% of the total cases; among which the cases discovered in mountainous villages 
take up 15.64% of all cases found in mountainous villages. The average screening cost per 
person is 129.7 NTD, with an average cost of 122,646.78 NTD per confirmed TB case. 

This preliminary study on cost effectiveness analysis provides the cost effectiveness data 
for radiograph screening, which may assist in future in-depth studies for the cost 
effectiveness analysis of Taiwan’s TB screening operations. 
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