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After the "Haiten" typheen attacked Taiwan on July 18, 2005, we found an expired melioidosis
case 8 days later at a community hospital in southern Taiwan. After that, there were totally 28
cases of melioidosis treated at our hospital till September 7, 2005. This outbreak confirmed the
thesis that melicidosis is a localized endemic disease in southern Taiwan. Among these 28
cases, all were adults and 53.5% of them were over the age of 65. The male to female ratio was
11:3. Out of the 28 cases, 21 had bacteremia, 6 had pulmenary infection, and one was wound
infection of foot. One case with mild pulmenary infection refused medical care and € cases of
bacteremia died. All of them were residents of areas near the Ar-Ren River in Tainan, with no
history of traveling abroad. Because our hospital is the nearest community hospital for these
arcas, we were directly influenced by this sudden outbreak of so many cases without any
warning, and must step up and face the challenge. We started the crisis management by
educating our healthcare workers, planning the panel of infection contrel, setting up the triage,
communication and information system, sharing responsibility to every member in duty, and
searching support system to reduce our loading. The event was well-controlled as the
melioidesis patients received suitable medical care and no any adverse effect on other patients

treated 1n our hospital during the same period.(Infect Centrel J 2008;18:1-11)

Key words: Melioidosis, endemic cutbreak, crisis management



