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Nosocomial Qutbreak of Scabies in o
Medical Center in Northern Taiwan

Yi-Wen Chen, Kim —Ser Lim, Giieng —~Mei Chang,
Siu—=Yin Yim, Feng —Yee Chang

Nosocomial Infection Control Committee Tri-Service General Hospital, Taipei

Scabies is a highly contagious infectious disease caused by Sarcoptes scabiei
var hominis. Nosocomial outbreaks of scabies occurred in many institutions. Am
outbreak of scabies occured in a medical center in August 1998. This outbreak
involved 13 cases including two patients, three doctors, four nurses, three atten-
dances in the ward and one family member of a patient. Erythematous papules or
itching of skin were found for the cases. Management of the outbreak including
contact isolation, skin treatment with 10% sulfar ointment and education were
conducted by the nosocomial infection control committee. The importance of
handwashing, wearing gloves and isolation gown were emphasized. Moreover, all
the contact items were treated appropriately, including clothes and bed linens etc,
by sealing in a plastic bag for two weeks or washing in the 50 °C water for 10
minutes. Delayed diagnosis and isolation accounted for this outbreak. After appro-
priate treatment, strict precaution of isolation strategies and three months of
follow up surveillance, the nosocomial outbreak of scabies was successfully
controlled. (Nosocom Infect Control J 1999; 9:136-42)

Key words: scabies, nosocomial outbreak
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