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Current Status of Infection Control
Implementation in Nursing Homes

Chu-Ling Chang', Chang-Hua Chen'”

'Department of Nursing, College of Medicine and Nursing, Hung Kuang University, Taichung, Taiwan

*Department of Infectious Diseases, Changhua Christian Hospital, Changhua, Taiwan

The implementation of infection control should be comprehensive. In practice,
infection control can be implemented through policies, constant monitoring, and
most importantly, educational training. Infection rates will be reduced and nursing
quality will be enhanced in an organization by focusing on the implementation
of the above-mentioned aspects. In this study, three suggestions are made on
awareness and practical implementation of infection control at nursing homes by
referring to the operational standards of infection control inspection at nursing
homes that were proposed in a previous study published in Taiwan and abroad.
First, infection control policies should be expressly stipulated, including persons in
charge of infection control and their responsibilities, as well as the procedures for
implementing these policies. Second, nursing staff’s awareness of infection control
should be enhanced by providing training programs on infection control monitoring.
In particular, the implementation and evaluation of invasive techniques should be
made and reviewed periodically. Third, educational training on infection control
for related staff should be strengthened. For example, basic concepts of infection
control should be incorporated into training programs or examinations for licensed
nursing professionals. These concepts can be arranged in sequence while providing
on-the-job training programs. By doing so, the concepts to implement infection
control can be cultivated in related staff and then comprehensively applied to people
receiving clinic nursing services.

Key words: Nursing home, infection control
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