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Time Distribution of Infection Control
Professionals Enforces Infection Control
Practices

Fu-Der Wang!?:3, Yin-Yin Chen?>3, Yee-Chun Chen*®

'Department of Internal Medicine and Znfection Control, Taipei Veterans General Hospital; National
Yang-Ming University; “Department of Internal Medicine and SInfection Control Center, National Taiwan
University Hospital, Taipei, Taiwan

The orientation of the department of infection control in hospitals will be
helpful in advancing and implementing infection control practices. In this
study, we attempted to understand the infection control practices followed by
infection control professionals (ICPs). The questionnaire used in the study
included questions regarding the following: (1) infection control monitoring,
(2) infection control policy, (3) antibiotic management, (4) education, (5)
staff health, (6) infectious disease-associated practices, (7) infection control
meetings, (8) other infection control practices, and (9) non-infection control
practices. We found that ICPs spend 39.15 h on infection control practices
every week and 7.94 h on non-infection control practices. Their working time
was more than 7.09 h every week. Furthermore, the ICPs in medical centers
and regional hospitals spent most of their time on infection control monitoring
(24% and 28%, respectively). The ICPs in regional hospitals spent most of
their time on non-infection control practices (21%). This research suggests
that the official authorities in regional hospitals should apply infection control
consult and education and decrease the non-infection control hours of part-
time ICPs in area hospitals. Besides, to simplify infectious disease announce
process, to unify the orientation of the infection control department in hospi-
tal clearly, and increase the examine standard of the infection control
manpower will be helpful to promote the lack of the infection control
manpower. (Infect Control J 2010;20:365-76)

Key words: Infection control professionals, infection control practices,
hospital level
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