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Use and Management of High-level
Disinfection in an Endoscopy Center

Hsu-Heng Ye', Shu-Hui Chent, Mei-Li Huang?, Li-Jhen Lin?
Endoscopy Center’, Infection Control Center?, Changhua Christian Hospital, Changhua, Taiwan

Endoscopic examination is an essential part of modern medicine. It is
important for the diagnosis and treatment for various gastrointestinal diseases. The
endoscope is expensive and is used for different patients. Therefore, the
disinfection process of each endoscope before each examination is an essential part
of patient safety. Inadequate disinfection may result in disease transmission
between patients. Glutaraldehyde and ortho-phthaladehyde are 2 common, high-
level disinfection agents used in endoscopy centers. It is essential for staff in an
endoscopy center to have sufficient knowledge about the properties, mechanism of
action, and management of quality control of each agent used. This is an important
key to maintaining patient safety in an endoscopy center in daily practice.

Key words: High-level disinfection, endoscopy, management
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