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cpldemiology of Patients with HIV Infection
and Aftitudes of Health Workers toward Care
of These Patients

Mei —Chuan Lai', Chang -Pan Liu® Shey - Chiang Su? Chun Mmg Lee?,
' Nan —Chang Chzu3 Fu —Yuan Huang?

Infection Control Committee, 2Division of Infectious Diseases,
*Department of Pediatrics, Mackay Memorial General Hospital

From January 1992 to December 1996, forty-four human immunodeficiency
virus (HIV)-infected patients were diagnosed at our hospital, including 25 (56.8
%) OPD patients and 19(43.2%) hospitalized patients. The average duration from
hospitalization to diagnosis of HIV infection was 6.0 = 5.0 days. Forty-three
patients were male. The age group with the highest number of patients was
between 30 and 39 years old (31.0%). 34.1% of patients were business men.
Sexual contact was the main route of transmission especially the heterosexual
contact. Twenty-seven (61.4%) patients visited Department of Internal Medicine.

Their chief complaints included cough, fever, body weight loss, dyspnea,
headache, lethargy, arthralgia, etc. To evaluate health workers’ attitudes towards

the care of the HIV-infected patients, a questionnaire survey was carried out and
had a 64.5% response rate. The result showed that most workers felt that they
kenw the route of infection and the method to prevent HIV infection. Only 36.8
7% of the workers had intention to care for those patients with HIV infection.
(Nosocom Infect Control J 1998;8:640-9)

Key words: HIV, epidemiology, intention survey
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