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An Infection Control Project to Decrease
the Vancomycin-resistant
Enterococcus Colonization Rate at a Respiratory Care Center

Shiow-Yih Yeh ', Huan-Chung Yu ',
Feng-Yee Chang *

' Department of Nursing, * Division of Infectious Tropical
Disease, Department of Medicine, Tri-Service General Hospital, Taipel, Talwan

Severe infection by vancomycin-resistant Enterococcus (VRE) poses a major problem for the clinicians. The purpose of this study is to
evaluate the effectiveness of the VRE ceontrol project at a respiratory care center in a medical center in Taiwan. The unit-effort project
includes periodic educational coursesfor the prevention of the VRE spread, use of gloves, and the emphasis in frequent hand-washing. The
study covered the period from February 1, tll September 27, 2000. After the implementation of the project, the compliance rate of
hand-washing improved significantly from 40% to 59% (p<0.01), and that for the change of gloves showed almost no change, from 87.3% to
89.8%.The colonization rate of VRE as judged by the culture of patlents' rectal swab before and after the execution of the project was 7.4%
and 6.9%, respectively. The VRE control project did not significantly decrease the colonization rate of VRE among patients in this respiratory
care center.(Nosccom Infect Control T 2002:12:275-84)

Key words: vancomycin-resistant Enterococcus (VRE), rectal swab,rectal colonization, respiratory care center, hand-washing



