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Definitions of Infections for Surveillance in
Long-term Care Facilities: Revisiting the
McGeer Criteria

Chia-Ming Chang'**, Chi-Chang Huang"**, Deng-Chi Yang?, Wen-Chien Ko"’

‘Center for Infection Control, 2Division of Geriatrics and Gerontology, Department of Internal Medicine,
*Division of Infectious Disease, Department of Internal Medicine, National Cheng Kung University

Hospital, Tainan, Taiwan

In the more than two decades since McGeer et al. proposed definitions of
infection for surveillance in long-term care facilities (LTCFs) in 1991, these
definitions have not been updated. In this report, an expert consensus panel
modifed these defnitions based on a structured literature review. The criteria used to
define urinary and respiratory tract infections were significantly revised. New
gastrointestinal infection defnitions were added for norovirus gastroenteritis and
Clostridium diffcile infections. The defnition of fever was modified to be consistent
with the 2009 Infectious Diseases Society of America guidelines for evaluating
fever and infection in older adults residing in LTCFs. The additional criterion
“acute change in mental status or acute functional decline” was also included.

Key words: Long-term care facility, surveilance for infections
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