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Characteristics of Women Undergoing
Abortion-Taiwan

In December 1984, the Association of Obstetrics and Gynecology of the Republic af
China (ADG) conducted a survey of its members to obtain information about the prac-
tice of induced abortion in the Taiwan Area. A tota) of 1,056 physicians currently pracs
ticing obstetrics and gynecology were contacted by mail and invited to participate in the
survey. 330 agreed for a response rate of 31 percent. These 330 physicians were asked to
complcle questionnaires on all patients undergoing induced abortion in their practices
during a one-week period: December 39, 1984,

A total of 1,268 induced abortions were performed during this perigd for an average
rate of 3.8 abortions/physician/week, The total number of live births delivered by par-
tipating physicians during the study period was not available.

The characteristics of women undergoing induced abortion are summarized in Table
I. Eighty-five percent were married, and 8¢ percent had had two or more previous preg-
nancies. Seventy-seven percent had one or more living children, Thirty-cight percent of
women said they were wsing some form of contraception at the time of conception. OF
these, 27 percent were using intrauterine devices, the most commonty wed form of con-
traception in Taiwan, Fifty-eight percent had had ene or more previous abortions, The
mast common reasons given for abortion were family planning (36%) and child spacing
(19%). Seventy-right percent of abortions were performed at § weeks of gestation or less.
Suction and/or curettage accounted for aver 90 percent of all ahortion procedures. No
information on maternal morbadity and mortality associated with abortions was obtained
in this survey,

Reported by the Division of Family Platning, Bureau of Public Health, Deparsment of
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Editorial note: On June 29, 1984, the Eugenic Protection Law (EPL) was passed by the
Legislative Yuan and became effective on January 1, 1985, This law is expecied 1o have
an important impact on maternal-child health and family planning programs in the Re-
public of China, The enactment of the EPL provides a legal basis for the Tollowing pro-
Brami:
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I. Provision of genetic health services. including pre-marital screening. prenatal diagnosis
fer congenital anomalies, and neonatal screening for COnEenital metabobc disonders
{e g phenylketonuria. hypothyroidism, glucose-6-phosphate dehvdrogenase deficiency.
and galactosemial, and genetic counselling,

2, Provision of induced abortion services for women with the following indications the
mothes or father has a known genetic or infectious disease that could adversely affec
the pregnancy cutcome; the mother has 3 mental liness apd 1% therefare unabie 1o care
for the infant: the mother or father has a known hereditary illness in family members
within 4th degree relationship; medical indications exist that would endanger mother's
health if the pregnancy was allowed fo continue; the Ferus is known 1o have a CONEEn-
ital abnormality; the pregnancy is a result of rape or incest; or the pregnancy cold sd-
versely affect the mather’s mental health or critically affect the family’s socioeconemic
situation.

The purpose of the EPL i3 to make safe induced abortion available to women for specific

isdications; it is not the intention of the law to make abortion a primary form of con-

traception,

Although induced abortion was only recently legalized, the procequre nas been avail-
able in Taiwan for many years. Based on & survey in 1980, &9 percent of married cou-
ples of reproductive age currently practice some form of contraception’, The crude birth

Table 1. Characteristics of women obtaining aborticns, Taiwan, 1984*,
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rate has declinad fram 36 371000 population in 1963 o 20 ﬁ,-'l,{:nl} in 1983 with a de-
clene in the population growth rate from 30 11,000 to 15.7/1.000°, The ke of ohortion
in the decline of population growth is unknown Since abortion was ikegal unil January
af this vear, it has been difficult to estimate the annual number of abortions performed
In this survey of AQG physicians. the abortion-to-dive bitihs Tatio could not be directly
degerminad since information on the number of live births wis not obtained Howeaver,
previous survevs by the Taiwan Provincial Institute of Familv Flanning {TPIFP) shawed
that the abortion-o-live births ratio incressed from 3771000 in 965 1o 1 1% 1,000 in
1980 1n 2 recent prevalence survey of 14,000 married women | 549 years of age con-
ducted in 1984, 460 (3 8%) of 12,120 women responding had an abortion during the pre-
vious one-year period (TPIFP, unpublished data). If these data are represeniative of the
entire Taiwan Area, approximately 108,680 abortions were performed among 2 860,000
married women 13-49 vears of age during 1984 Agcording to the ADG surves, these
women repeesen: only 24 Sporcent of those undergoing abortion, and another 19,900
(13.5%) abortiens are performed annually among single women Combining these two re-
cent estimales of abonions, the current number of abortions pertormed is approximately
128,600 per year, and the current abortion-to-live births patic 14 about 3 per 1 000",

The dama from the ADG survey must be interpreted cautiously for several importans
reasons. First, the survey was conducted at o time when abortion was mot legalized uader
the EPL and less than one-third of the physicians comtacted agreed 19 participate These
physiciand may not be 2 pepresentative sample of all physicians performing abortions in
Taiwan Secandly, only members of the ADG were asked to paricipate; other phasicians
who deliver infants and perform abortions were nod included in the surves. Thirdl., phy-
sicians completzd ali pans of the questionnaire including reason for abortion, contracep-
live use and marital status, and patient responsss to these questions mas have been bigsed
by the phesician interviewer Finally, some important questions were omitted from the
survey (e.g . age of patients, morbidity and mortality due 1o abortion, and number of live
births delivered by physicians). In spite of these shoricomings, these data indicate rends
among womer undergoing induced abortion in Taiwan differ substantially from those of
®OMEN in ifet countries where abortion surveillance data are available In companison
o Taiwan where women receiving abortions are wsually marmed and have had severl
previous pregnancies, neardy 80 percent of U 5. women having aborsions are unmarried,
and Alporcent have had no previows live birthy',

These data suggest that induced abortion has and will continue to have significant im-
pact on Bmily plinning and public health in Taiwan In order to befpar understand the
impact of the EPL. further studics must be conducted ta verify the results of the ADG
survey, The Department of Health has also begun a surveillance saetem fof induced abag.
tion 1o document the numbers and charactzristics of women oblaining abortion and to
eliminate praventable morbidity and mortality associated with aborion
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