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Measles — Taipei City

We recently reported an increase in the number of measles cases diagnosed in three
Taipei City hospitals through the month of November 1984 Outpatient and inpatient
records of these same hospitals were reviewed for the months of December 1984 and
January 1885, and & large increase in the number of measles cases was found [Figure 11,
Data from the outpatient clinic of Natlonal Taiwan University Haspital (NTUH) from
January 1872 to December 1984 show that owtbreaks of measles occurred regularly
in Taipei City until about 1980. The age distribution of measles eases diagnosed in
December and January in the NTUH outpatient clinic indicate almost half (49%) were

Figura 1, HNumbar of mestles cass disgroisd &l thras Taipei City hospitals, January 1984 10
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Figurs 2,  Age distribution of 41 maesles cases disgnosed in the outpatient clinic of Mational
Taiwan Univarsity Hospitsl, Decembar 1984 1o January 1985,
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children in the 5-3 year age group (Figure 2). & recent immunization coverage survey of
Teipel City children 12-23 months of age showed that 80 percent weare immunized with
maeasles vaccine.! Immunization rates in older children are unknown, but are probably
lower, On January 10, 1985, the Department of Health notified the Provincial and City
Health Departments {Taipei and Keohsiungl of the increase in measles activity and
requested their cooperation in increasing immunization rates, Data from Taipei and
Kaohsiung City Health Departments show a substantial imcrease in the number of doses
of messles vaccine administered in January compared with previous months (Table
1}. Data for January from the Provincial Health Department are presently unavailable.
An ikvestigation is underway to detarmine the immunization status of the casss diagnosed
at NTUH and to identify common exposures at social gatherings or in schools. An im-
munization coverage survey amang Talpel City school children is also planned.

Aeported by CY Les, Professor of Pediatrics, and the Medica! Records Dept., Mational
Tafwan University Hospiral: SC Chyow, Pedisrrics Dept,, MacKay Memarial Hospital; TY
Lin, Pediatrics Depr, Chang Gung Memorial Hospital; Communicable Disease Control
Section, Bureau of Disease Control, Department of Health, Executive Yuan.

Table 1. Doses of measles vaceine administered by Taipel and Kaohsiung
City Health Departments, July 1984 to January 1985

Mo Doses

Percent Change
Manth Fear Talpai K aohaiung Toral From Previous Mo,
Jul 1984 3,427 1420 &8585 -
Aug 12E4 3,60 3.27T6 8877 + < 1%
Sap 1584 3.338 anz 7.061 + 1%
Oer 1984 3523 3,003 6,728 = 5%
Mow 1984 3,302 2537 6,239 - T%
Dec 1984 a,7ES 2,785 6575 + 5%
Jan 1985 6,378 4 527 10,903 + BE%
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Editorial note: The results of our investigation in Taipet City indicate transmission may
be stcurring among primary school children. Live measles vaccing was first included In
Taipei City's immunization program in 1976, Children presently 5.9 years old were barn
after measles vaceine was introduced, however, coverage in the early years of the pro-
gram may not have beaen high. Children in this age group were probably exposed to
measles during the outbreaks in 1978 and 1980; however, there has been little oppor-
tunity for exposure since, Children this age are not presently considered important
targets for the immunization program. It is therefore possible that the number of sus-
zeptibles in this age group is lerge encugh to sustain an epidemic, especially in & school
enwironment, School transmission of measles has been well documented in the United
States and same states have passed school immunization laws to help bring the situation
undar control.

One of the main obstacles to the control of meashes in Taiwan is the lack of measles
surveillance data. Measlas was recently added to the list of reportable diseases, howaver,
many hospitals and health stations have not yet begun reporting. As a result, the extent
»f measlas transmission outside of Taipei City is unknown, The Bureau of Disease Control
reguests the assistance of all hospitals and clinics in reporting cases through local
sealth departments, Any suspected outbreaks should be reported immediately by
telephone 1o the Bureau of Diseass Contral [02.712-3T7E1).
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