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Abstract

Eleven confirmed tuberculosis cases were confirmed in a university in Taichung
from July 2014 to October 2015. One contact notified in September 2015 showed
identical genotype of the index case. In October 2015, another case was confirmed, thus
a tuberculosis cluster in the campus was confirmed. Invited experts found suspect
abnormality on the chest X-ray of the index case before the admission to school, but the
physical examination reported normal, resulting in the case lurking and spreading
tuberculosis to other students in the campus. Therefore, we suggested schools to
improve the tracking mechanism of entrants’ physical examination with abnormal
findings, to enhance the contact tracing and latent tuberculosis infection (LTBI)
treatment, and to improve the quality of the chest X-ray interpretation. Since the
interruption rate of the nine-month isoniazid latent tuberculosis infection (LTBI)
treatment was high (45%), we also suggested that schools should establish a responsible
unit to take care of students and to prevent clusters. Currently, the monitoring system of
Taiwan Centers for Disease Control can facilitate the identification of clusters in an
early phase.
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