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EXRE
Background /Purpose : Taiwan launched influenza vaccination program since

1998, and also began to stockpile and utilization of influenza antivirals since the
avian influenza A (H5N1) virus’ emergence in 2003. The decreased inoculated
intention of influenza A (H1N1) vaccine emerged due to the unconfident of
vaccine safety. It told us that it’s critical to communicate the risk to public for
policy promotion. The study therefore tried to put the concept of health literacy
into prevention strategies, explored the elements in health literacy of influenza

prevention, and developed the scale.

Methods : The qualitative study established a definition for ‘influenza
prevention health literacy’ and its scale framework, then adressed the scale
questions, finally, developed the scale by focus group method.

Results : The study defined ‘influenza prevention health literacy’ and its scale

framework, and assessed the appropriateness of scale by focus group. Moreover,
the outcome shows it exist gaps between the government’s influenza prevention
messages and public cognizance. It had 7 thematic and 22 questions in the scale

through focus group method and expert examination.

Conclusions : It was a possible way to apply the concept of health literacy to the

infectious disease prevention filed. It should continue the scale pretest,
qualitative and quantitative assessments, then planning measurement methods,
well building the scale testing norm, and developing a simple version to expand

the usage.

Keyword : influenza ; health literacy ; focus group
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