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keywords : long-term care facilities, infection control

Infection control plays a very important role on the governance and
quality assurance of both medical institutions and nursing care institutions.
Because of the improvement of the sanitary environment and the quality of
medical care, aging society is a trend worldwide. According to the statistics
from the National Conditions of the General Office of the Executive Yuan,
elderly population accounted for more than 20% of the total population in
Japan, Italy, Germany, Finland, Sweden and other developed countries in 2015.
It is estimated that by 2025, elderly population in Taiwan will also account for
more than 20% of total population. It is estimated that the elderly population
rate will reach 40% in Taiwan in the year of 2060, which may surpass
advanced countries such as the United States, Japan, Germany, the United
Kingdom, and South Korea. It can also be understood that infection control
measures in long-term care facilities should be implemented. It is important to
pay attention early on this issue.

In view of the fact that training staff with correct and sufficient
infection control knowledge is one of the important strategies to improve the
quality of infection control in long-term care institutions. In order to enable
personnel in long-term care facilities to learn and understand the principles of
infection control and risk assessment, as well as to improve long-term care
quality, provide practical and diverse infection control education and training is
mandatory. We conducted systematic review on international current status and

literatures during the project period. A core competency project for infection



control for the staff of long-term care facilities and infection control personnel
in Taiwan has been established and planned accordingly. We handled the
training courses and evaluation mechanisms for infection control personnel in
long-term care institutions, as well as the relevant methods for qualified
training institutions to apply, and trained infection control professionals in
long-term care institutions to possess the ability to handle relevant infection
control training, advocacy activities and promote institutions to implement
infection control. Because of the impact of COVID-19 outbreak in Taiwan
between May and July, 2021, the modality of training and test was partly
adjusted to on-line activities. In this year, a total of 161 infection control
personnel completed the training course and passed the core competency test.
The feedback from mentors and trainee indicated that face to face teaching and
testing are not able to be completely replaced by on-line ones. The eventual
goal of our proposal is to reduce the risk of infection transmission and
clustering in long-term care facilities, to protect the health of residents, family
members or visitors and staff, and to improve the service quality of long-term

care institutions.
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