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In Taiwan, there are 60000 to 70000 cases receiving hemodialysis

annually. The medical cost of hemodialysis is high. There are pathological,

psychological or social problems resulted from the dialysis, which may cause
poor quality of life, or even death. For the nature of invasive procedure, the
immunocompromised status and the frequent exposure to healthcare

personnel, hemodialysis patients were the vulnerable case group for

healthcare-associated infections (HAI). Therefore, infection control measures
implemented by hemodialysis units is essential to prevent the occurrence of

blood stream infection and infections of other sites.

The project is undergone with the cooperation of Taiwan Society of
Nephrology and Infection Control Society, Taiwan. We designed a
framework for hemodialysis units to improve the infection control measures
and monitor. With the cooperation of the professional personnel in
hemodialysis, infection control and quality assurance, we are going to have a
working group to design the quality system, subsequently improve the
professional care of healthcare workers, empower the dialysis personnel to
monitor the quality by themselves, enhance patient safety and decrease the
infection rates. With reference of the evidenced based guidelines, we
developed a quality system, including a self-audit checklist, to promote

infection control measures for hemodialysis units in Taiwan.

In 2021, We investigated the 30 hemodialysis units for their current
situation s of infection control measures to understand the real-world
infection control status and the awareness of infection control, which
included the health management of professional workers, the infection

control measures for the environment, the isolation protocol, standard



precaution measures and other applicable methods. We held local conference
in various Taiwan regions to illustrate and promote the importance of
infection control measures in hemodialysis units and to improve their quality
control activities. Our professional teams have visited 30 hemodialysis units
and have the following findings: Some hemodialysis units do not have
enough space or manpower for isolation purpose. Besides, some need
improvement in their disinfection measures between patient shifts. Some
vaccination program may require further planning and promotion. These
findings are of important reference value in the further arrangement of
education course, policy making and further improvement. With discussion
and analysis of the real-world data, we have revised the checklist to make it

practically useful.
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