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Abstract

Background/Purpose: To collect the experts of politics, media, and
social network”  experiences, understanding and opinions for influenza
pandemic, and classify the external influences on the influenza pandemic

besides those medical and disease control factors further.

Methods: This is a qualitative research under the policy analysis structure.
We invited subjects to participate in the focus group, and interviewed
semi-structured through interview outline which was compiled by
ourselves. Lastly, we generalized the outputs with qualitative analysis,

and supplemented by quantify tables. This is a pioneer research for its

research method.

Results: We acquired 380 oral paragraphs, and generalized in 10 main
concepts (sub-main concept) under 3 categories and 44 subordination
concepts. Through that, we developed 160 themes. ‘Communication’ is
the most focusing issue, accounted for 60 of the proportion of control
policy. Our finding is that the themes’ number of ‘politics’ is maximum of
other external factors. ‘Media’ and ’social network’ are both have a
certain amount of themes of ‘politics’. It is thus clear that ‘politics’ is the
top of external factors probably. In addition, the expositions of media and

social network have not only the positive effect of ‘avoid the infection’

A



but also the negative effect of ‘induce panic’. The transmission velocity

on social network is much faster than the ‘pundits’ of media, and may

lead to tell tales. Especially, that is much harder to communicate with the
social network’s opinion leaders who owned more political intend than
medical intend. However, if governments can interact with the opinion
leaders of social network finely, that can offer positive effects of the
promotion of influenza pandemic prevention and response.

Conclusions:

1. Governments should put effort to communicate with outer
organizations in right timing, give the news materials which media
needed it, and apply different contents and tools with each group via
various new media.

2. Governments should put the political issues into the consideration to
make policy, and intensify the surveillance and response of media and
social network. Risk management is important.

3. Governments should face to the specific epidemic event normally, not
follow it blindly. And, appeal to the plan-management department to
avoid assess influenza pandemic preparedness by existing

performance indicators or benefit analysis.

KEYWORDS: influenza pandemic, disease control and prevention,

focus group, external influence, political, media, social network
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