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Between 2008 and 2017, the number of visitors to Taiwan increased nearly
twofold and the number of foreign residents staying in Taiwan increased
significantly. However, infectious diseases that are transmitted by transnational
traffic do not only affect people's health but also impact politics, economy,
diplomacy and national stability.

From the open data of the Tourism Bureau, Ministry of Transportation and
Communications and the National Notifiable Disease Surveillance System of the
Taiwan Centers for Disease Control, we obtained the number of foreign visitors
to Taiwan and the imported cases of acute notifiable infectious diseases between
2012 and 2017 to assess the risks of foreigners importing acute infectious
diseases. Females had higher risk of importing acute infectious diseases than
males did. Foreign visitors in the 20-39 age group had higher incidences
compared with other age groups. Compared with others, the incidence of acute
notifiable infectious diseases among visitors with Southeast Asian nationalities,
such as Indonesia, Philippines, Myanmar, Vietnam, India, Thailand or Malaysia,
were higher. The most common imported infectious diseases were amoebiasis,
dengue fever and shigellosis. Those from Indonesia had the highest risks, with
almost 400 times higher risk of imported acute food-borne diseases than that of
Malaysians. Except food-borne disease, the risks of other acute infectious
diseases among Thai visitors were not different from Malaysians. In addition,
the risks of acute infectious diseases among visitors from Myanmar and India

did not significantly differ from those of visitors from the Philippines and



Vietnam.

Indonesia, Philippines, Vietnam and Thailand are the main motherlands of
foreign employees in Taiwan , however, the risks of foreigners importing acute
infectious diseases are different. In the future, the public health authorities
should consider the feasibility of adjusting the health examination policy of
migrant worker according to their nationality to maximize the effectiveness of
health examinations and the utilization of medical resources, and to prevent
indigenous outbreaks imposing burden on our public health system. In
accordance with New Southbound Policy, it 1s expected that the number of
visitors from Myanmar and India shall increase substantially. The public health
authorities should strengthen border quarantine and health education among
visitors from Myanmar and India, so that they would seek medical attention
actively in early phase and the public health authorities may timely monitor
imported cases to prevent infectious disease spread or outbreaks in the

community.

Keywords : migrant workers, foreigners, Southeast Asian nations, imported

case, acute infectious diseases , incidence
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F— ~2012-2017 £ 4% 2 Fdow] A LB R~ FE :’i@,;z,w;,g;\:isgczn\#
B 85227 —

BEER 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 #Et
BERY | ABAR | 8ER | ARB | ABRAR| 848X | ERE | ARAR | 845X | ERE | MEAR | B4R | AFRY | ARAR | 8B45F | ERE | ABBAR | 84X | AFRY | ARAR | 845X
Total 335| 7311470 4.58 427| 8016280 5.33 450{ 9910204 4.54 450| 10439785 431 408| 10690279 3.82 379| 10739601 3.53 2449| 57107619 4.29
15 5 96| 3739451 2.57 160| 3982368 4.02 167| 4713189 3.54 166| 4903557 3.39 140| 5028499 2.78 175| 5087536 3.44 904| 27454600 3.29
z 239| 3572019 6.69 267| 4033912 6.62 283| 5197015 5.45 284| 5536228 5.13 268| 5661780 4.73 204| 5652065 3.61 1545| 29653019 5.21
0-195% 7| 544436 1.29 22| 650404 3.38 18| 838493 2.15 19 941432 2.02 11| 1000742 1.10 12| 1037900 116 89| 5013407 1.78
g 20-395% 291| 2785119 10.45 361| 3157793 1143 371] 3833413 9.68 372| 4141608 8.98 339 4465490 7.59 307| 4602511 6.67 2041| 22985934 8.88
40-595% 33| 2770815 1.19 34| 2939321 116 57| 3540638 1.61 53| 3663461 145 50| 3635474 1.38 54| 3581007 1.51 281| 20130716 1.40
605z £ 4| 1211100 0.33 10| 1268762 0.79 4| 1697660 0.24 6| 1693284 0.35 8| 1588573 0.50 7] 1518183 0.46 39| 8977562 0.43
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2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 ®Et
ERES ERB | ABAR | SEE | BRB | ABAR | R5%F | BRE | ABAR | 2% | BRY | ABAR | REF | BRY | ABAR | 95 | GRB | ABAR | 25 | BRY | ABAR | 24X
Total 335| 7273605 4.61 427( 7950811 5.37 450( 9903520 4.54 450( 10432759 431 408| 10682780 3.82 379| 10737800 358 2449| 56981275 4.30
ElfE 239 163598 146.09 299 171299| 174.55 316| 182704| 172.96 291 177743| 163.72 278 188720| 14731 212 189631( 111.80 1635 1073695 152.28
SEEE 34| 105130| 3234 32| 99698| 3210 37| 136978 27.01 44| 139217| 3161 30| 172475 17.39 55| 290784 1891 232 944282 2457
BRAEE 8| 341032 2.35 22| 394326 5.58 42| 439240 9.56 38 431481 8.81 23| 474420 4.85 16| 528019 3.03 149| 2608518 571
i 18| 89354 20.14 12| 118467 10.13 10| 137177 7.29 28| 146380 19.13 20{ 196636 10.17 42| 383329| 10.9 130| 1071343| 1213
Z=E 9| 97712 9.21 18| 104138| 17.28 4| 104812 3.82 10 124409 8.04 17 195640 8.69 13| 292534 4.44 71| 919245 7.72
W i3 1| 327253 031 8| 364733 219 7| 376235 1.86 6 393037 153 7| 407267 172 5 425577 117 34( 2294102 1.48
fit 3 5065| 59.23 2 5576| 35.87 0 6375 0.00 3 7908| 37.94 2 9904| 20.19 0 13839 0.00 10 48667| 20.55
ENE 4] 23251 17.20 3| 23318| 1287 1| 30168 331 1 32198 311 4 33550( 1192 6 34962 17.16 19| 177447 10.71
B 1| 1432315 0.07 6( 1421550 0.42 2| 1634790 0.12 1| 1627229 0.06 1| 1895702 0.05 3| 1898854 0.16 14| 9910440 0.14
BHE 0| 259089 0.00 0| 351301 0.00 1| 527684 0.19 3| 658757 0.46 0| 884397 0.00 1| 1054708 0.09 5| 3735936 013
ARERER 5| 3602784 0.14 8| 4058043 0.20 11| 5362922 0.21 7| 5697699 0.12 8| 5126537 0.16 4| 4424612 0.09 43| 28272597 0.15
B EEME fthBEIZR 1| 27101 3.69 2| 26337 7.59 0| 31101 0.00 0 33501 0.00 0 39545 0.00 0 48786 0.00 3| 206371 1.45
b =E 3| 411416 0.73 3| 414060 0.72 3| 458691 0.65 5[ 479452 1.04 4| 523888 0.76 9| 561365 1.60 27| 2848872 0.95
MmEX 1| 70614 142 0| 72693 0.00 1| 88601 113 1 90666 110 0| 106197 0.00 1| 117687 0.85 4| 546458 0.73
FIHREE 0 1045 0.00 0 1124 0.00 1 1191| 8396 0 1189 0.00 0 1281 0.00 0 1693 0.00 1 7523 13.29
—— T ER AL 0 600 0.00 0 570 0.00 0 602 0.00 0 841 0.00 0 964 0.00 1 1055| 94.79 1 4632 21.59
BEF 0 663 0.00 1 813( 123.00 0 798 0.00 0 805 0.00 1 1033| 96.81 0 931 0.00 2 5043| 39.66
PREZMNEE 0| 13259 0.00 0| 13186 0.00 0| 15492 0.00 0 15239 0.00 0 15974 0.00 0 19318 0.00 0 92468 0.00
RRFE 1 649( 154.08 0 588 0.00 1 579| 17271 0 542 0.00 0 553 0.00 2 468| 427.35 4 3379| 118.38
SEH E 1 4222 23.69 2 4164| 48.03 0 4504 0.00 0 4893 0.00 0 5077 0.00 0 5757 0.00 3 28617| 10.48
B 0 279 0.00 0 280 0.00 1 338| 295.86 0 343 0.00 0 350 0.00 0 273 0.00 1 1863| 53.68
EMET 1 3715 26.92 1 3763| 26.57 4 4539| 8813 0 4382 0.00 5 4688| 106.66 1 5184| 19.29 12 26271| 45.68
B 5 218045 2.29 6 223062 2.69 7| 264880 2.64 9| 274035 3.28 7| 299756 2.34 6 330090 182 40| 1609868 248
A 0| 75414 0.00 2 77722 2.57 1| 93119 1.07 3 90813 3.30 1 98226 1.02 2 108344 1.85 9 543638 1.66
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22 ~2012-2017 & B Bl v g A LB E2 LB L RFE L F AR
By 8527 —
SEEG 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 i@st
BRB | AIRAR | 84= BRH | ABAR | 84= BRH | ABBAR | 88X [EES S ARAR BAER [EES:S MREAR BER [EES ARAR BER [EES S ARAR BEXR
Total 335| 7311470 4.58 427| 8016280 533 450| 9910204 4.54 450| 10439785 431 408| 10690279 3.82 379 10739601 3.53 2449| 57107619 4.29
N&EH 259| 7311470 354 294| 8016280 3.67 312 9910204 315 293| 10439785 2.81 255 10690279 2.39 242| 10739601 2.25 1655| 57107619 2.90
B KB R 166| 7311470 2.27 177] 8016280 2.21 187| 9910204 1.89 189| 10439785 181 152| 10690279 142 184 10739601 171 1055| 57107619 1.85
REERZR 79| 7311470 1.08 105| 8016280 131 104| 9910204 1.05 91| 10439785 0.87 90| 10690279 0.84 46| 10739601 043 515| 57107619 0.90
=i mEtE ABRFX 5| 7311470 0.07 7| 8016280 0.09 10| 9910204 0.10 2| 10439785 0.02 9] 10690279 0.08, 7| 10739601 0.07 40 57107619 0.07
A gokESR SHREM ERAFX 0| 7311470 0.00: 0| 8016280 0.00 1| 9910204 0.01 1| 10439785 0.01 0] 10690279 0.00; 0| 10739601 0.00 2| 57107619 0.00
B= 6| 7311470 0.08 4| 8016280 0.05 10| 9910204 0.10 9| 10439785 0.09 4| 10690279 0.04 3| 10739601 0.03 36| 57107619 0.06
S 3| 7311470 0.04 0| 8016280 0.00 0| 9910204 0.00 0| 10439785 0.00 0| 10690279 0.00 1| 10739601 0.01 4| 57107619 0.01
il 0| 7311470 0.00 0| 8016280 0.00 0| 9910204 0.00 0 10439785 0.00 0| 10690279 0.00 1| 10739601 0.01 1| 57107619 0.00
SHaaRRE 0| 7311470 0.00! 1| 8016280 0.01 0] 9910204 0.00 0| 10439785 0.00. 0] 10690279 0.00 0| 10739601 0.00 1| 57107619 0.00
HEEER 0| 7311470 0.00 0| 8016280 0.00 0] 9910204 0.00 1| 10439785 0.01 0] 10690279 0.00; 0| 10739601 0.00 1| 57107619 0.00
N 62| 7311470 0.85 116| 8016280 145 122| 9910204 123 145| 10439785 139 135| 10690279 1.26 126/ 10739601 117 706 57107619 1.24
ZEH 53| 7311470 0.72 99| 8016280 1.23 110| 9910204 111 139| 10439785 133 115| 10690279 1.08 111 10739601 1.03 627| 57107619 1.10
BN 2| 7311470 0.03 15| 8016280 0.19 3| 9910204 0.03 4| 10439785 0.04 6| 10690279 0.06, 9| 10739601 0.08 39| 57107619 0.07
SRER EE 5| 7311470 0.07. 2| 8016280 0.02 8| 9910204 0.08 2| 10439785 0.02 7] 10690279 0.07 3| 10739601 0.03 27| 57107619 0.05
LRSI 0| 7311470 0.00: 0| 8016280 0.00 0] 9910204 0.00 0| 10439785 0.00 6| 10690279 0.06, 2| 10739601 0.02 8| 57107619 0.01
B 1| 7311470 0.01 0| 8016280 0.00 1| 9910204 0.01 0| 10439785 0.00 1| 10690279 0.01 1| 10739601 0.01 4| 57107619 0.01
ERR 1| 7311470 0.01 0| 8016280 0.00 0| 9910204 0.00 0| 10439785 0.00 0| 10690279 0.00 0| 10739601 0.00 1| 57107619 0.00
et 7| 7311470 0.10 3| 8016280 0.04 8| 9910204 0.08 2| 10439785 0.02 2| 10690279 0.02 5] 10739601 0.05 27| 57107619 0.05
BERZ 1| 7311470 0.01 2| 8016280 0.02 3| 9910204 0.03 0| 10439785 0.00 0] 10690279 0.00; 1| 10739601 0.01 7| 57107619 0.01
it 2| 7311470 0.03 0| 8016280 0.00 2| 9910204 0.02 1| 10439785 0.01 0] 10690279 0.00; 0| 10739601 0.00 5| 57107619 0.01
(R BE 1 Al 3¢ S8 IR B R 1| 7311470 0.01 0| 8016280 0.00 1] 9910204 0.01 1| 10439785 0.01 0| 10690279 0.00 1| 10739601 0.01 4| 57107619 0.01
EEERREDR R B EE 1| 7311470 0.01 0| 8016280 0.00 0| 9910204 0.00 0| 10439785 0.00 1| 10690279 0.01 1| 10739601 0.01 3| 57107619 0.01
H7N9i & 0| 7311470 0.00! 1| 8016280 0.01 1| 9910204 0.01 0| 10439785 0.00 0] 10690279 0.00; 0| 10739601 0.00 2| 57107619 0.00
IK¥= B RE 0| 7311470 0.00 0| 8016280 0.00 1| 9910204 0.01 0| 10439785 0.00 0] 10690279 0.00; 1| 10739601 0.01 2| 57107619 0.00
BEREBAR 1| 7311470 0.01 0| 8016280 0.00 0] 9910204 0.00 0| 10439785 0.00 0] 10690279 0.00 1| 10739601 0.01 2| 57107619 0.00
Q# 0| 7311470 0.00 0| 8016280 0.00 0| 9910204 0.00 0| 10439785 0.00 1| 10690279 0.01 0| 10739601 0.00 1| 57107619 0.00
ARITHERRAR S 1| 7311470 0.01 0| 8016280 0.00 0] 9910204 0.00 0| 10439785 0.00 0] 10690279 0.00! 0| 10739601 0.00 1| 57107619 0.00
VEt 7| 7311470 0.10 13| 8016280 0.16 7] 9910204 0.07 8| 10439785 0.08 16| 10690279 0.15 6| 10739601 0.06 57| 57107619 0.10
BE 4| 7311470 0.05 9| 8016280 0.11 6| 9910204 0.06 4| 10439785 0.04 9] 10690279 0.08 0| 10739601 0.00 32| 57107619 0.06
HREENMRER SRS B ERX 3| 7311470 0.04 4| 8016280 0.05 0] 9910204 0.00 4| 10439785 0.04 5] 10690279 0.05 5| 10739601 0.05 21] 57107619 0.04
=UREM CRIFFR 0| 7311470 0.00 0| 8016280 0.00 0| 9910204 0.00 0| 10439785 0.00 2| 10690279 0.02 1| 10739601 0.01 3| 57107619 0.01
A 0| 7311470 0.00! 0| 8016280 0.00 1| 9910204 0.01 0| 10439785 0.00 0] 10690279 0.00 0| 10739601 0.00 1| 57107619 0.00
&t 0| 7311470 0.00: 1| 8016280 0.01 1| 9910204 0.01 2| 10439785 0.02 0] 10690279 0.00 0| 10739601 0.00 4| 57107619 0.01
EEER 25 0| 7311470 0.00 0| 8016280 0.00 1| 9910204 0.01 2| 10439785 0.02 0] 10690279 0.00 0| 10739601 0.00 3| 57107619 0.01
TR 0| 7311470 0.00 1| 8016280 0.01 0] 9910204 0.00 0| 10439785 0.00 0] 10690279 0.00, 0| 10739601 0.00 1| 57107619 0.00
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Variable | SMZEEER®/RR(95%CI) | BI%RR(95% Cl) | EIERR(95% Cl)
HEB)
= 1 1 1
4 1.37(1.26-1.50) 1.65(1.48-1.84) 0.90(0.76-1.06)
FiE
0-19 1 1 1
20-39 2.55(2.21-3.25) 6.09(4.04-9.81) 1.09(0.82-1.49)
40-59 0.84(0.65-1.10) 1.67(1.07-2.75) 0.55(0.39-0.79)
601 £ 0.21(0.12-0.34) 0.08(0.01-0.27) 0.31(0.17-0.54)
Bk
HRA D 1 1 1
%R 1.31(0.98-1.73) 5.38(2.24-14.20) 1.03(0.74-1.41)
iR 1.78(1.41-2.25) 10.74(5.11-26.27) 1.11(0.83-1.48)
E 1.96(1.18-3.09) 11.49(3.40-36.04) 1.29(0.69-2.20)
ERE 3.57(2.91-4.39) 40.21(20.27-95.02) 1.79(1.38-2.32)
e 3.78(1.86-6.79) 40.35(11.94-126.43) 1.58(0.49-3.75)
ENfE 21.44(18.18-25.48) 374.37(193.10-872.68) 3.00(2.40-3.75)

RR: relative risk
Cl : confidence interval
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