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RoBEYER
In this study, we aimed to understand the prevalence of amebiasis among
persons at different risk for HIV transmission and persons with HIV infection

who were followed at the National Taiwan University Hospital between January

2007 and December 2007. Diagnosis of amebiasis was made based on
demonstration of high indirect hemagglutination antibody (IHA) titers (=128)

and/or detection of amebic antigen in stool specimens. As of 31 October, 2007,
413 HIV-infected persons, 87 HIV-infected injection drug users (IDU), 142
persons who were patrons of gay sauna bar, and 1220 persons who sought
anonymous HIV testing at the hospital. Amebic antigen was tested positive in 9
(6.3%) and 1 (1.1%) among 143 HIV-infected persons and HIV-infected IDU,
respectively. Among 142 persons who visited gay sauna bar, high IHA titers
were detected among 5 (3.5%) persons; 73 of them provided self-performed
rectal swab fecal specimens, and none was positive for amebic antigen. Among
1220 persons seeking anonymous HIV testing, 6 (0.5%) had high IHA titers; 13
provided stool specimens, and 4 (30.8%) were positive for amebic antigen; all of
the persons with high IHA titers and positive amebic reaction were men who

have sex with men.

Keywords: HIV infection, AIDS, delayed diagnosis, risk factors
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