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Abstract

The aim of this study is to investigate the correlation of drug uses and
unprotected sexual intercourses among men who have sex with men. We took
the approach of respondent-driven sampling(RDS), which was accomplished by
way of chain-referral. This study interviewed 600 respondents referred by 15
seeds from 5 gay health centers: Gay Community Center Taipei, GisneyLand,
Taichung GDi, South Raibow Street 6, and Sunshine Queer. Among 418 cases
with complete data, most of them are with a college or higher degree and under
the age of 30. The prevalence of AIDS is about 5%, and the incident rate of
recreational drug uses is about 20%, with a higher rate of long-term
amphetamine use. The incidence rate of always using condoms is lower when
having intercourses with main sexual partner(s) than having intercourses with
casual sexual partner(s), whereas half of the respondents did not know whether
their main sexual partner(s) had been infected with HIV or not. The incident rate
of using condoms when having their first sexual intercourse is low. They have
enough recognition about the influence of drug uses on protected sexual
intercourses, but are over-optimistic in their capabilities of having protected
sexual intercourses after drug uses. No matter whether they had oral sex or anal
sex, or whether they had sexual intercourses with main sexual partner(s) or
casual sexual partner(s), the result of bivariate data analysis shows that the
incident rate of always or usually using condoms is lower in those who used
recreational drugs than in those who did not use recreational drugs. Furthermore,
our study also shows that the incident rate of addictive drug uses is higher in
HIV-positive cases. In the prevention strategies of AIDS, we suggest that it
should be extensively advertised to promote the incident rate of using condoms
in the first sexual intercourse for this population. As for the problems of
recreational drug uses in HIV-positive cases, they should be treated in a
integrative outpatient clinic composed of psychiatry division and infectious
disease division to avoid vicious cycles, which includes the inclination of drug
users to be infected by HIV, the inclination of HIV-infected people to use
addictive drugs, and the inclination of HIV-infected drug users to have
unprotected sexual intercourses to spread AIDS, leading to an epidemic
outbreak.

Keywords : AIDS ~ HIV ~ men who have sex with men (MSM) ~ injecting drug
user ~ behavior surveillance ~ incidence rate
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