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PEETER

keywords : Men who have sex with men(MSM), gay bathhouses, “100% condom

usage” LED signage program, condom

Backgrounds and Aims: “Men who have sex with men (MSM)” is the main
risk factor of HIV infection tile 2012 in Taiwan. According to the results of the
studies, MSM who visit gay bathhouses were more likely to have unsafe sex. So
we need to carry out some interventions in this kind of commercial public sex
venues. Taiwan CDC has been gave impetus to “100% condom usage” LED
signage program in five municipalities in 2012.The study aimed to evaluate this
program, and to find out the opinions and suggestions of bathhouse owners and

attendees.

Methods: This study used mixed-method approach to provide a formative
evaluation of the program. Researchers adopted the design of case-control study
to compare the differences of realizing and satisfaction of the LED signage, and
the condom usage behavior between MSM who have been exposed and
non-expose to the program. Purposive sampling and snowball sampling were
employed. Finally we collected 516 questionnaires, and interview 10 bathhouse

owners and 20 attendees.

Results: The results of this study showed that the intervention program of
“100% condom usage” LED signage is effective. In gay bathhouses that have set
up the LED signage, there are 73% of all customers revealed that the content of
LED signage left them impression, 53.3% said the advantage of the LED

signage is to remind them to have safe sex. And 82.8% of all customers thought



the LED signage impacted on their willingness to use condoms. In addition,
compared to those who didn’t see the LED signage, those who have seen the
signage have statistically significantly higher proportion of using condoms when
having sex every time. Furthermore, we interviewed gay bathhouses owners and
customers to realize their opinion of the “100% condom usage” LED signage,
including the content, location of setting up the signage, the size and number of
the signage, and the ways to promote safe sex together with the signage, etc. The
interviewees also reflected problems like the lacking of condoms, and it needs to

be solved.

Conclusion and Suggestions: It is necessary to implement HIV/AIDS
prevention intervention in gay bathhouse. To find out the effectiveness of the
“100% condom usage” LED signage program, and the results will be useful for

promoting related intervention in the future.
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