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Abstract

According to GHSA Biosafety and Biosecurity Action Package, a
whole-of-government national biosafety and biosecuritylsystem is in place,
ensuring that Biological Select Agents and Toxins (BSAT) are identified,
held, secured and monitored in a minimal number of facilities according to
best practices; biological risk management training and educational
outreach are conducted to promote a shared culture of responsibility, reduce
dual use risks, mitigate biological proliferation and deliberate use threats,
and ensure safe transfer of biological agents; and country-specific biosafety
and biosecurity legislation, laboratory licensing, and pathogen control
measures are in place as appropriate.

The project is two-year research, and to develop, implement, and sustain
a national oversight mechanism for biosafety and biosecurity management
of BSAT that will establish a system to monitor the laboratories or the store
places which biosafety and biosecurity activities with possession, using or
storage.

In the first year of the project, "Operation Directions Governing
Management of Select Agents, Ministry of Health and Welfare" and the
relevant 4 guidelines have been published (for BSAT entities to implement
the management), 3 times BSAT seed teachers training and 3 sections
BSAT RO and staff education/training have been conducted (for enhancing
personnel knowledge and quality), and 2 BSAT management
regulations/guidelines for digital learning courses have been completed.

In addition, version 2.0 of the "Management Information System of
Laboratory Biosafety" has also been completed, including BSAT

management function - Phase 1 and is expected to be launched in April
6



2018, providing BSAT entities (store/use) to make registration for
conducting oversight measures.

Subsequent to the project, BSAT related education/training and
expanding BSAT management function of "Management Information
System of Laboratory Biosafety" will be continued. Participating in the
international BSAT management seminar will also be conducted. By
studying the BSAT management mechanism, it is of great help to promote
the BSAT management awareness of the entities, and will contribute to the

improvement of the BSAT management system in Taiwan.

Keywords : GHSA, biosafety, biosecurity, biological select agents and

toxins, laboratories
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Report of the WHO Informal Consultation on Dual Use
Research of Concern
Geneva, Switzerland
26-28 February 2013
World Health Organization

Background
In 2011 research on the genetic basis of the transmissibility of HSN1
conducted by two groups (one in the Netherlands1 and the other a joint
Japan/USA group2 ) resulted in the creation of laboratory-modified HSN1
viruses capable of respiratory transmission between ferrets; these findings
raised a number of issues.
©On 16-17 February 2012, WHO convened a technical consultation to
address the most urgent concerns, including the scientific and public
health benefit of the studies, management of the laboratory-modified
viruses and public dissemination of any findings. These experiments were
considered to be examples of dual use research of concern (DURC), i.e.
life sciences research intended for benefit, but with results which might
easily be misapplied to produce harm.
During that meeting, several issues relating to the ethical, societal,
scientific, security and safety implications of DURC were noted but not
explored in detail. There was general agreement that WHO should
facilitate a broader discussion. In response, WHO convened a wider,
informal, consultation on 26-28 February 2013.
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