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Abstract

The separation of pharmacy from medicine had put into effect in March 1,
1997. The act would affect the drug logistic channel and pharmacist practice. This
year is the forth year of the research. During this year, one and half year after the
act put into practice, we would try to understand the drug logistic channel, the drug
dealer, the function of pharmacist practice, and the effect of society and patients
from this act.

According to our research, the annual expenditure of drugs consumption in
hospitals and community pharmacies is NT 72,194,610,243. The ratio of drug
consumption among medical centers, regional hospitals and area hospitals are
27.78% (NT 20,000,000,000), 19.44% (NT 14,000,000,000) and 16.67% (NT
12,000,000,000). According to the top 1000 medications that health insurance pay
for most, the top five categories base on pharmacologic effect are cardiovascular
medications (18.9%), gastrointestinal medications (17.2%), systemic antimicrobial
medications (17.1%), blood related medications (10.8%) and agents for central
nervous system (9.7%). Besides, according to the number of medications used, the
top five categories are gastrointestinal medication (16.5%), systemic antimicrobial
medications (16.2%), cardiovascular medications (13.5%), blood related agents
(13.7%) and agents for central nervous system (10.8%).

The act of separation of pharmacy from medlcme has positive effect on
pharmacy practice. Pharmacists are more welling to receive continue education.
They are hoping to gain more experience on clinical pharmacy service and most
recent drug information. Bases on job satisfaction survey of the work pharmacists
do, most of them are satisfied with their practice situation. However, hospital
pharmacists complain more about the heavy loading of their work. In addition,
community pharmacists do not satisfy with the number of prescription they got. For
the pharmaceutical care, the service degree is depended on different level of
practice sites. Usually, medical centers have the highest quality of service.
However, the quality is declining as the hospital level decrease. Sixty percent of
community pharmacies show that they met the standard of being the health
insurance pharmacies. However, they never dispensed any prescriptions due to
government still allowing clinic hiring pharmacist and the way they explaining
“emergency care medication”. Therefore, the policy of government on enforcing the
act would be the key to lead to succeed of separation of pharmacy from medicine.

Keywords: The Separation of Pharmacy from Medlclne The Drugs Logistic
Channel - The Practice Functions of Pharmacusts Drug Retailer
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