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HEk WHO £F ' REEAHHEAEREALE -

Dr. Gro Harlem Brundtiand

Director-General

WorldHealth Organization

Avenue Appia 20

1211 Geneva 27

Switzerland October 31,2000

Dear Dr. Brundtland,

I am writing on behalf of the medical community in Taiwan.

The people of Taiwan always give their best and shoulder their responsibilities
for the public health issues in the international community. The World Health
Organization declared at the 41st Annual Meeting in 1988 a resolution of eradi-
cation of the polio by Year 2000. Here in Taiwan since 1984, we had reached that
goal to make Taiwan free of the polio, after incessant effort for ten years of both
the government and the whole people. Furthermore, we have also made our
experiences and medical know-how available to the world, beside the yearly
donation, through Rotary International, of one million US dollars for the polio

vaccines for the Third World countries.

That is why we are preparing to share the pride and rejoice with the whole world,
when we have learned that the WHO will declare the total eradication of the
polio in the Western Pacific Region on October 29, 2000; for we have treaded
the same path and we have arrived at the same goal. But then we have also

learned that Taiwan will not be included in the list of the areas of total polio

eradication, Taiwan a shining example without recognition, without

| acknowledgement of its contributions, participations and hard works in the po-

lio eradication of the past ten years. It certainly is puzzling if Taiwan not be
listed as polio-free, how can the Western Pacific Region be officially declared
polio-free? Besides, in August 2000 the Western Pacific Regional officers of the
WHO had made a thorough investigation and evaluation of the proofs and docu-
mentations of the total eradication of the polio in Taiwan. But then again, why is

Taiwan lost in the horizons?

Communicative disease know no boundaries, nor should the international af-
fairs of people's health involve politics. The World Health Organization as a
world leader in the field of healthcare must not yield to the non-medical pres-
sure to not see the remarkable achievement these people of over twenty million

had made on this island of Taiwan.

We sincerely hope you would look into this oversight or negligence. We in Tai-
wan deserve official recognition and validation for our success. We have always
been dutiful and contributing members of the global family. And we can assure
you that we will always be so.

Your effort in this matter will be greatly appreciated.
With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

N ()
My s sungdee—
Ming-Liang Lee, M.D., Ph.D.
Minister
Department of Health
Taiwan
R.O.C.
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