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Effectiveness of Child Health Manual and the Factors
Influencing Children Immunization

Abstract

Parents’ understanding toward vaccines often causes improper
immunization in children. The extent of their understanding toward
Child Health Manual (CHM) also affects the utilization of CHM. This
research aims to study the factors that influence immunization of children
and the usage of CHM.

From November 1998 to March 1999, a total of 404 parents and
primary caregivers were interviewed during their children’s visit to the
Well Baby Clinic in Yuan’s General Hospital, Kaohsiung City. A
structured questionnaire was designed to collect the data. The
questionnaire asked for interviewee’s general knowledge of
immunization and reviewed the recording done in the CHM by the
interviewee.

The results of the study indicated that:

1. Three fourths of the decision-makers in children’s
immunization mistook false contra signs as unacceptable
condition for immunization. 91.1% of interviewees indicated
experience of consultation with medical staff when they were
unsure of immunization.

2. Only 42.6% of the children had completed immunization on
time. The major reason for a delay was illness, with the most
common illness being cold. fever, and rhinorrhea.

3. About 77.6% (birth time) to 88% (physical status) of the
children’s Birth Status Record were completed in CHM. Only
41.1% 1o 59.4% of the Growth Charts in CHM were plotted.

i



More than 96% of the paf'entscons1der1t as the medical

professional"swrévsponls'ib‘i‘!‘léf; ti) cc;mplete :tiiﬁeﬂ;ékcords and charts.

4, In general, the recording rates tend to be low. In average, about
40% to 50% of the parents would keep records when before
children reach age one and a half; however, the recording rate
decreased when children became older. The main reason was
unawareness of such item in the CHM; and as children became
older, more parents tend to forget recording.

S. Doctors also neglected many items in the Health Examination
List, especially in growth status (7.4% to 10.0%), as well as
feeding habits and supplementary nutrition (7.4%) when
children are under three-month-old. Only 11.8% to 33.3% of
the dental examination graphs were completely filled out when
children were between 6- to 18- month-old. .

Results of this study demonstrated that parents’ knowledge of
immunization was inadequate, and the utilization rate of the Child Health
Manual was low. Recommendations are given as follow:

1. Emphasize the importance of immunizations to parents.

2. Vaccines should be provided in all clinics, including curative
and preventive facilities at all time. Physicians should also
follow up the immunization status of their patients.

3. Establish a regulation to have the medical staff complete the
Birth Status Record.

4. Clearly state the instruction for using the Growth Chart in
CHM. |

5. Encourage the immunization while having health

examination should increase the utilization rate of both.

Keywords: immunization, Child Health Manual, vaccine, prevention
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