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EXHE

A follow-up study of child abuse among
primary school children in Kaohsiung

Key Words : child abuse ® case- control study °

psychological development

A second year follow-up study of child abuse ( including
physical, sexual, psychological abuse and neglect) among
primary school children in Kaohsiung will be the main issue
conducted in our project. The first year survey includes
screening sample subjects of students in each grades selected
via stratified random sampling from schools in both city and
rural areas of Kaohsing. The case (abuseed children) and
control( non-abused children) groups will be identified
initially . Then, the follow-up studies among these two groups
for their mental status examination , behavioural development
will be assesséd Inappropriate réaring environment and the
experlence of child abuse and neglect maladjustment and more
psychopathology, to a lesser extent, total prevalence rates for
child psychiatric disorders seem to increase. So the main
purposes of our study are to examine the hypothis,to estimate
data of psychiatric morbidity and to analyze the distribution
of illnesss in abused children in Kaohsiung. The psychiatric
diagnosis will be made by child psychiatrists by using the
Chinese form of DISC-C

The other views of psychological , behavioural and
cognitive evaluations were completed by experienced clinical
psychologist. The tests and questionnaires include ,WISC-R
B-G test -~ CAT test and activity checklist.

The results showed obvious psychiatric ‘diagnosis of
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (31 9§) * conduct
disorder (10.39) > mental retardation(6.8 %) ° borderline

mentality ( 31 %) » anxiety disorder (10.3 %) * and
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depression (3.4 9%) in case group. The control group expressed

statistical significance of higher PIQ and FIQ scores.The B-G
test and CAT test showed no statistical significance between
these two groups. The individual psychotherapy were arranged
for anxiety and depression children. They showed obvious
improvement of emotional state after 8 sessions of
psychotherapy were completed. But no‘significant improvement
of behavioral control in the group of conduct disorder could.
be found. After the study * a series of follow-up would be

continued by school teacher and therépist.
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" F4 1.43 1.16 0.07 0.27 4.27 0.000**
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e i Mean SD Mean Sb o
|
WA . 45.52  24.76 32.21  92.11  9.16 0,035
X B A 42.86  26.28 32,90  20.44 1.6 0.114

¥ P, 05

Rt — BKSIEE DM NS RN

Thwosmr] s 4 f P
Tl L (N=29) (N-29)

g \\ Mean SD Nean Sv . fE
e . 7.86  2.45  7.69  2.52  0.26 0.793
Lkl o | 7.97  3.39  8.75  2.25 -1.05 0.298
Ftr g I 9.66 3.41 11.14  2.85 -1.80 0.078
EREARl) | 6.62  2.53  7.50  2.76 -1.39 0.170
B HE | 6.07 244  7.55  2.16 -0.97 0.337
B+ 7 s I 9.69  2.35  10.62 2.48 -1.47 0.148
MEERAE 1 9.60 2.48  10.76  2.43  -1.86 0.103
BWPRETEE . 10.97  2.86  13.34  3.23  -2.97 9.004%¢
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I “~..  Mean ___Sp Mean SO {H {#

VIQ © 89.31  15.04  93.83  11.77 -1.27 0.208

P1Q 99.83 14.25 110.03 19.31 -2.63 0.011%

FIQ | 93.52  14.87  101.50  13.30 -2.17  0.034x

X P<0. 01 |

VIQ Verbal Intelligence quotient

PIQ Performanc Intelligence quotient

F1Q Full Intelligence quotient
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By ™ .. Mean Sb Mcan 5D = i
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MLy 3 &L 9 19 10 18 0.080 0.778
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B 2 K 2 26 1 27 0.352 0.553
BEIE #5708 7 21 10 i8 0.760 0.383
R AR AN 0 28 ] 27 1.018 0.313
BB BN BRR 16 12 13 15 0.643 0.422
B 6 22 1 27 4.082 0.043x
Fiok i 2 26 28 2.074  0.150
* P<0. 05
FTAH REFEMEHES TR R e
T sl fEe mRM v P
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B I e - I - - O
Reaction Formation 29 0 29 0 - -
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Isolation 18 11 18 ° 11 0.000 1.000
Repression - Deniel 26 3 27 2 0.219 0.64¢
Deception 28 1 29 0 1.018 0.313
Symbolization P23 6 19 10 1.381 0.240
Projection -~ Introjection % 22 7 16 13 2.747 0.097
Fear ~ Anxiecty 27 2 21 2 0.000 1.000
Regression 23 6 2: 5 0.112 0.738
Control ¥eak -~ Absent .26 3 25 4 0.162 0.687
fcentification e 18 16 13 0.00¢_ 1.060
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Reaction Formation 0.069 ©0.258 0.035 0.186 0.58 0.561
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oontroi weak - Absent U.165 ©.441 U.1t2 U.498 -0.29 ¢.te4
IdsHt i ficat vy 0.769 1.880 0.517 0.086 0.78 0.486
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A ScHEDULE OF ApArTIVE MECHANISMS IN CAT RESPONSES
MARY R. HAWORTH, Ph.D.

T UCTTHICAL SCOTES T oo e eee e ee e e e eees e sesaesesmeeaesann s tsaaes s ssmameenen oeeeesmeeeeeesee st mreamssmsseaenseaesen s seneannemeaseaeenesannes

TOTALS DEFENSE MECHANISMS
A.  Recaction-formation (only onc check per story)
e erereneeas 1. Exaggerated goodness or cleanliness
A 2. Oppositional attitudes, rebellion, stubbornness
B=5) ........ 3. Story tone opposed to picture content
B. Undoing and Ambivalence (only one check per story)

.............. 1. Undoing )
weeeereeeee 2. Gives alternatives; balanced phrases (asleep—awake; hot—cold, etc.)
.............. 3. Indecision by § or story character -
.............. 4. Restates (e.g., “that........, no this........;" "he was going to, but........"")
C. Isolation ‘ A
............................ 1. Detached attitude (“it couldn’t happen,” “it's a cartoon’)
() —— 2. Literal (it doesn’t show, so I can't tell.”)

.............. 3. Comments on story or picture (“That is hard”; “l told a good one.”)
.............. 4. Laughs at card, exclamations

.............. 5. Use of fairy-tale, comic-book, or “olden times” themes or characters
weeevee. 0. Describes in detail, logical; “the end”; gives title to story
.............. 7. Specific details, names or quotes (“four hours”; she said, “........"")

»

.............. 8. Character gets'lost
.............. 9. Character runs away due 10 anger
.............. 10.- S aligns with parent against “naughty” child character; disapproves child’s actions

D. Repression and Denial ,
.................. reeenee 1. Child character waits, controls sclf, conforms, is good, learned lesson
[ —— 2. Accepts fate, didn't want it anyway
.............. 3. Prolonged or remote punishments
4. “It was just a dream”
5. Forgets, or loses somnething
PR, 6. Onfits figures or objects from story (on #i0 must omit mention of toilet and tub
or washing)
wereeeemeease 1. Omits usual story content
,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 8. No fantasy or story (describes card blandly)
.............. 9. Refuses card

E. Deception

............................ 1. Child superior to adult, Jaughs at adult, is smarter, tricks adul, sneaks, pretends, hides
3" from, steals from, pecks at or spics on adult (only one check per story)
.............. 2. Adult tricks child, is not what appears to be (only one check per story)

¥, Symbolization

............................ 1. Children play in bed
(1) e 2. Sec parents inbed (#5)
.............. 3. Opent window (#5, #9); Dig, or fall in, a hole

.............. 4. Babies born .

.............. 5. Rcpe breaks (#2); chair or cane breaks {#3); balloon breaks (#4); tail pulled or
bitten {#4, 7); crib broken (#9)

.............. 6. Rain, river, water, storms, cold

.............. 7. Fire, explosions, destruction .

eevieenen. 8. Sticks, knives, guns

.............. 9. Cuts, stings, injuries, actual killings (other than by eating)

.............. 10. Oral deprivation

G. Projection and Introjection
Attacker is attacked, “eat and be eaten”™
. Innocent one is caten or atiacked
Child is active aggressor (bites, hits, throw:: do not inciude verdal or teasing attacks)
Characters blame others
.............. 5. Others have secrets or make fun of somebzZy .
.............. 6. S adds deuails, objects, characters, or oral (=2mes
.............. 7. Magic or magical powers
(* or 2, if both arc E-2 responscs)

T 0o N -
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PHOBIC, IMMATURE OR DISORGANIZED

. Fear and Anxiety
............................ 1. Child hides from danger, runs away due 1z fear

(3) 2. Years outside forces (wind, ghosts, hunters, wild animals, monsters)
.............. 3. Dicams of danger

.............. 4. Parent dead, goes away, or doesn’t want child
.............. 5. Slips of tonguc by §

L Regression
............................ 1. Much affect in telling story
(2) e 2. Personal refercnces
.............. 3. Food spilled
.............. 4. Bed or pants wet, water splashed
.............. 5. Dirty, messing, smelly; person or object falls in toilet
.............. 6. Ghosts, witches, haunted house

J- Controls wecak or absent
.............. 1. Bones, blood
OB 2. Poison
.............. 3. Clang or nonsense words
.............. 4. Perseveration of unusual content from a previous story
.............. 5. Tangential thinking, loose associations
.............. 6. Pizarre content .
IDENTIFICATION
K. Adequate, same-sex
ereeeieearae eeereeeeeeeeas 1. S identifies with same-sex parent or child character
(L= e 2. Child jealous of, scolded or punished by, same-sex parent
or >K) ... 3. Child loves, or is helped by, parent of opposite sex

L. Confused, or opposite-sex

1. § identifies with opposite-sex parent or child character

2. Child fears, or is scolded or punished by, opposite-sex parent
.............. 35 Misrecognition by § of sex or specics

.............. 4. Slips of tongue with respect to sex of figures

This checklist has been designed primarily as an aid in the qualitative evaluation of childrern's CAT
storics; it can also be used o furnish a rough quantitative measurc for making comparisons between subjects
and groups. The Schedule provides a quick summary of the number und kinds of defenses employed as well
as the content of items used most frequently. The categories are arranged as nearly as possible on a con-

tinuum from indicators of high control and constriction to suggestions of disorganization and loosening of
ties to reality.

Directions for Scoring: In the blank preceding each item, indicate with a check mark (or the card number,
for future reference) any occurrence of such a response, A story may be “scored” in several categories and,
except where indicated, a story may receive checks on more than one item under any one category.

After all stories have been scored, record the total number of checks for each category in the blank pro-
vided. The number in parentheses under each of these blanks indicates the minimum number of checks re-
garded as a “critical scort” for that category.

For the ldentfication measure, the equivalent of a critica: score is secured by comparing the relative
number of checks for categories K and L. If the sum of checks lor L 1s equal 1o or exceeds the sum for X,
idendification is considered to be “confused” and coniributes onz unit to the total of critical scorcs.

The final quantitative mcasure consists of the number of categories receiving critical scores (and not
the total number of checks for all categories.

On the basis of rescarch findings,* five or more critical sceres would indicate enough disturbance to
warrant clinical intervention.

*Muary R. Haworth, PluD., A Schedule for the Analysis of CAT Resporiis, Jonznzi of Projective Techniques & Personality
Avevaent, Vol 27, 1963, No. 2, 181-184. :
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