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Abstract

Objectives: The objectives of the present study are to classify the sex offenders sampled from the
Kaohsiung Incarcerated Jail into several distinct categories according to the data collection of
demographic characteristics, background variables, past criminal & offense histories, psychosocial
variables from survey questionnaires, and sentences by juries. Sex offense recidivism was assessed by
using the Chinese version of the anesota Sex Offender Screening Tool-Revised(MnSOST-R), and
scale reliability & validity were established. The cut-off score was determined for early detection of the
modérate level of recidivism, as the important reference for parols or advanced therapy.

Methods: Two hundred and eighteen sex offenders were sampled from the Kaohsiung Incarcerated Jail.
Data and records regarding demographic characteristics, background variables, past criminal & offense
histories were collected from the survey questionnaires & corrected by means of using sentences by
juries as comparison. The 218 sex offenders were divided into 11 groups and sessions, About 20
persons for each session. All of the 218 sex offenders were administered grouply in the psychological
testing room under the supervision of project principal investigation, graduate students, and research
assistants. The recidivism risk was assessed by using MnSOST-R. Data entry, processing, and statistical
analysis were using SPSS for Windows.

Findings: Among the 218 sex offenders, 81 were rapists, 60 were child molesters, and 31 were incest.
According to the classification ruled by Groth, 140 were powerful pattern, 30 were pervassively angry;
According to the classification rule of re-offense, 65 were first offenses, 62 were reoffenses, and 44 were
cumulative offenses. The most distinct demographic characteristics among 218 sex offenders were
Taiwanese, single, lower educational level, religious, stable work. From the offenders’ background
variables, psychosocial variables, and past offense histories revealed that most of the sex offenders were
interruption in junior high school, and the main sex offending subjects were premature females. Among
the three patterns of sex offenders, the first offending age were higher in incest than that in rapists and
child molesters. Among the different patterns of sex offenders, child molesters had the highest risk level

of recidivism,; sex reoffenders and sex cumulated offenders had the higher risk level of recidivism than



that of first sex offenders. 218 sex offenders were screened by the MnSOST-R, using cut-off score set at
4, 25 sex offenders(11.2% ) were found with moderate risk level of recidivism.

Conclusion & Suggestions: The present study revealed that the distinct demographic characteristics
among the 218 sex offenders were Taiwanese, low educational level, age between 30 and 40, single,
labor in occupation, stable job, interrupt in junior high school, religionous. Histories in drinking, drug
abuse, sexual assault, and sex offense history were found few among 218 sex offenders. The reoffense
risk were assessed by using MnSOST-R, we found child molesters had the highest level of recidivism
than rapists and incest; the reoffense risk of sex reoffenders and cumulated sex reoffenders were higher
than the first sex offenders. Among the 218 sex offenders, we found 25(11.2% ) with moderate and high
level of risk for recidivism, and furthur therapies and counselling were mandatarily necessary.

Keywords: sex offenders, MnSOST-R, recidivism
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