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Abstract

Background: As the end of July in 2009, men who have sex with men (MSM)
accounted for more than one-third (40%) of HIV/AIDS cases in Taiwan. The inpgowedes
anonymity, privacy, and safety for MSM. It has become a new vémuécilitating sex
networking among MSM which facilitates the transmission ofiaky transmitted diseases
and HIV.

Study purposes The first year aimed to evaluate the qualities of HIV infation on

the MSM websites, and to develop the risk reduction strategies aimotrgined popular and
socially influential opinion leader elected by voluntary or recomntendéy internet MSM
users.

Participants: MSM who frequent visit websites and willing to be trainedrdasrnet
opinion leaders were invited and be trained as internet opinion leaders.

Methods: The study procedure described here has been reviewed and apprdlied b
institutional review boards (IRB) of National Cheng Kung Universlgspital (ER-98-262)
prior to data collection. The first year applied ethnography to ibessubculture interaction
on MSM websites and to evaluate the qualities of HIV informatiorheset MSM websites.
To identify, recruit and train popular and socially influential intewp@nion leader form the
websites in how to communicate HIV risk reduction endorsement gesssa peers during
internet conversations.

Results The social networking on MSM can be categorized as three tyedsbased,
forum, and BBS. The quality of information on HIV/AIDS is poor anditéd. Only few
posed information or articles with citation and reference. Feslemtare written by experts
with HIV/AIDS training background. A total of 491 internet opinion leadeese recruited
and trained. The score of opinion leadership of internet opinion legsttsted from MSM
health center was higher than recruited from internet. Approxiyndi@ to 1/2 internet
opinion leaders discussed HIV related issues with friends. Thxeenessages were selected
by the internet users and promoted and circulating among the sowalkiag among MSM.
A platform was setup on the facebook for this study. A total of 25ti@pileaders were
recruited and 100 news/articles/films have been posed on the platfetimated 107,132
people on the facebook might access to the information. Gay idenlfitgstem, and skills
of internet marketing are the core elements to distribution A% information in MSM

communities.



The study showed internet opinion leaders could be the feasibilitgfeeativeness of
community-level intervention for MSM and the study findings help furtkeearchers and

policy makers to design other Internet-based HIV/STD prevention programs

keywords: Community-level intervention, internet, opinion leader, HIV prevention, MSM
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